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I'eriod from December ll , l l.t4l to January 1'7 , 191, ~ . 

( 1 ) ~ ~nrth /'t 3 1i 1 es of fo~lo ii n~: nrea : 
.. ?ror:l interrJectio.ll latitude loO---' 1. with ' ie ot 
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Lu,·.on Coa.~t ( ~cLlui"Lllde 11° - 45' .u) aJong a liHe 
2250 tt·uc i'or Ju ll i.les, the 'co f~ '3 1 ... i 1 .J e.J one 
line l •. )5o tl'UG , t~1ence buck to :t_.uz.c n Co s t on 
line bG[.J?:i .t t~; 075° true . 
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; ... u.., i:e , ile~ ·, .l. th cunter l . 30 N, ll '1 - 1 6 J, 
0 1'3° true and 123° true (L i' Long 1 un ; ) • 

( 4 ) ...:; 1r0 u te Dar d. n vi· ... l. ir,upac an citr 1 it o..J , L.~.akas s tr 
~tr~it and Jal ihpup~n . 

.~ •- • .~.~v .... T . 



·-· 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET ADDRESS : ASIATIC STATION 

,Jul?6/Ag 
uerial ( 3 ) 

SUBMARINE DIVISIONXKQJ~ 203 VIA! SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

U.S. S. PERCH (SS176) 

J?J.aH..iL .!..~-{ PAT.t ~lJL--I 

... , t about twenty-three hundred 0.11 Dece ther 10 , 1941 , reported 
to Cou.11a.nder ~ubmarints , l .S . A.3iJ.tic .~:,leeton boar<:l U . 3 . 5 . 
Oanopus at Pier one , l1anil a Harbor o 1tec eivod oJ:>cl.ers to report 
to Horth 43 n1i l es of folJ. owinr; area ~ 

irom intersection latitude 160- 00 ' N. with .lest Luzon Coast 
(Lonc;itude 1190- 1+5 ' E ) alone a line 2~50 trut' l'or )0 rtiles , thence 
83 miles o.long line 1650 true , thence baclc to Luzon Coast on line 
be·ar~ing 07 5° true . 

Decfuaber 11 , 1941 . 

At 0012 returned aboard Perch and headed out of ilanil a Bay , 
mak i n6 16 knots on three ma i n engines-Ho . 2 mai n engine out of 
commi s sion. .~t 01 5 5 ent e r ed min e field . itt 0223 passed through 
outer buoys . itt 0300 set cours e 313° . _i,t 0 500 v\i t h dues t e Point 
bearing 082° true , di s t ant 10 . 1 miles changed course to 344° true . 
At 0514 vnth Cap ones I sland Li ght (not burning ) bea ring 0050 true , 
O. istant 7 . $ Niles submer b ed to 95 feet . _\.t 0650 came to per i scope 
dep t h and maintained _periscope watch durinJ; re111ainder o f day . 
l~othing s i ghted dur ing t he day e x cept a.t 1348 sie;hted one of our 
patrol p l anes beari ng 2000 true, range about 10 , 000 yards flying 
on a southeas t erly course , During forenoon sea was qu ite glassy 
with long easy swells . During l ate after noon sea became fai rl~r 
cl-~oppy . .A.t 1804 surface d . Aheo.d on one engine , char g ing batteri es 
on t lle othe r t vvo . After surfacing unable t o hea r anything on 
shi p ' s radio on any of the four frequencies l i sted in Cincaf ' s 
101247 until l91 3o -~t 193 5 entered southern edge of our assigned 
a1·ea . bighted two light s on h ills t o eastTvvard . At '21 30 s i ght ed 
Hermana .1..1ayor Li ght , burning , b earing north . 

December 12, 1941. 

The run during t he night was up and d own t he area on 3~-4o 
true a nd reve rse , arra~ 6ed so t hat ' vroul d arr~ve off Port 
l\lasinloc at daylight . At 0505 submerged t o 95 fe et o A.fter day­
light came to peris cope depth and maintained periscop e watch during 
remainder of day . At 0840 changed co ur se to 105° t r ue headi ng i n 
towar ds Iv-as i n1oc and cont i nued in t o ?.. . 4 mi les off sho a l vvat e r 
at which t i me ( 11 38 ) v1ere able t o see t he church and buil dings 
of the town of I,ias i nloc . No shi pping sight ed . 1- t 1138 changed 
co urse to 190° t r ue , heading down to inv estigate in t h e vicinity 
of Iba . At 1545 passed Palaui g Li ght abeam t o port 4 . 2 mi l es • 
.~.othing s i ghted in Iba vi ci ni ty. At 1816 s urfaced . Cruised on 
one mai n engine, char g ed batteries on other two . Unabl e to p ick 
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A--Narrative . (Continued ). 

:.. tfllASSIFIED 

up 1\fPO on any frequency . Determined fault to be in our receiver. 
Started r epa j_rs . Opened out to seaward in area durine; n i ght c-

December 13, 1941 . 

During t he morning watch, having compl eted repairs to radio 
receiver r eceived parts of two messages f rom NPO . At 0506 di\ ad 
to 95 feet . At 0628 came to peri s cope depth . '.t 13 50 lost power 
on Ho o 2 per i scope . Di scovered full ground in lower limit S\¥i tell . 
Jent t o 95 feet . At 1515 " pPi.r s compl eted to pe ri scope . J.t 1520 
came to peri s cope deptho J.t 1814 surfaced . Cr ui sed on one main 
eng i ne , cb.ar ged batteries on other t wo. Hepai rs to No . 2 mai n 
engi ne s till not compl eted . Almost impossibl e to vror k on it 
during d ives , due to exhau.~cion of men . Bes t machi nist ' s mat 6s 
wo rk at ni ght and are making pro g-ress , but it i s s l ow w-ork . 
Picked up 1\fPO immediatel y after s urfacing . Sight ed two o.c thrae light s 
on shore . Han to westvvard across southern end of' area and then to 
northward . 

Decertlber 14 , l 94lo 

.dan durinc; t he ni g ht so as to arrive vicini ty of Port lias i nloc 
by sunriseo .At 0508 dived to 95 fe et . At 0630 came to per i s cope 
depth and maintained peri scope watch during remainder of day. 
Nothi ng s i ghted a t Port l.Ias i nloc . Headed up off Her mana I~Iayer. 
At 1102 Hermana l\·1r.yor .Llght bore north , 10 . 5 raile s o During t he 
afternoon sighted smoke from two f ires on shore aast of Her mana 
l,Iaynr , vvhi ch l ooked lik~ br ush f ire s o At 1811 surfaced ahead on 
one n~in engine , charging bat t erie s on other two o 

December 15 , 16 ,17 , 1Y41. 

No thing of i nterest to r eport. Dived each day a t begi nning 
of morning t wilight and s urfaced aft er dark . 1iai nt ained peris cope 
watch during daylight hours o 

December 18 , 1941 • 

At 1920 decoded Comsubsaf 181033 shi fting Perch area to 
southwest coast of Formosa to Pescadores channel . At 1923 put 
second engine on line , 650 h1 each , started fo r new statjon. 
(At 1949 NFQ r ecei pted for n1y acknowledgement of Comsubsaf 181033 . ) 
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ADD RESS: ASIATIC S'rATION 

VlA: !:)AN FRANCiSCO, CAL1F. 

At 2130 passed out of Perch area at longitude 119- 25 and set 
course north . At 2205 put third engine on l ine carrying 650 
Ktl . each . boder ate head sea, Speed by pit log 14. 6 knot s . 
Luter i n evening s eas became heavi er and speed dropped to 13. 8 
knots by pit log . 

December 19 , 1941 . 

-'-t 0521 dived to 95 fee t . At Ob30 cwne Lo per i scope depth 
and ruaintained peri scope watch dur i ng r emainder oi' da y . .d.t 1808 
sur faced . "'i.head on two engines at 650 lJV. each , tl·ird engine on 
battery char Ge . Obtained star f ix . Received Cor,lsubsaf 19103 6 
directinG 3tur6eon depart areu Saturday n i ght . I expect t o 
arrive i n 11y new· area about 2300 C'..aone - 8 ) Saturday night . 

December 20 , 1941 • 

. \.t 0250 r Pn• i r H to No . 2 mai n engine completed ~ Ran i t· f or 
s l o1·t periods for test . Engine seems to be all ri s ht, but 'Will 
require easy workine in wit h careful wa tching. At 0420 s i ghted 
st eady white 1i~ht 1Je · trin~ 0700 true on hori zon . Believed to be 
snall : ishin::; craft o Be\....ring drew t o rie:;ht . Seas qu i te heavy o 
Dec ided t o ho ld cour se and keep heading for nevv area . ..1.t 0528 
dived to 95 feet . d.t 0630 car1e to periscope depth, and mai ntained 
periscope watch until 1143 at which ti1ue seas had become so heavy 
that it was impossibl e to mai nta i n peri scope depth at les s t han 
standard speed and even t hen waves were so hi gh that range of . 
visibility was greatl y r educed . Hent to 90 feet . Ji..t 1400 and 1600 
came to periscope depth , nothing i n . s i ght o At 1803 surfacedo At 
1805 sighted f l ashi ng l i ght bearing 005° true o At 1807 s i ghted 
f l a shine light bearing 1560 true . At 1818 sighted light bearing 
0350 trueo I nstead of f l ashi ng these l i ght s turned out to be 
steady whlte lights . Thinkinu possi bl y t hat t hese lie; hts were 
some sort of trap , d ived at 1821 and chaneed course t o 330° true . 
Sound could not hear anythi ng . At 1932 surfaced . The light which 
had been ahead (bearing 0050 true } was now on the s t arboard beam • 
. 1pparently it was a smal l boat of some sort. No outline of l1u11 
could be made out \'lith gl a sses or periscope and tlle range was 
esti10.a t ed at 4000 yards o Carne back to course nortl1 . l\-nowing 
that we were approaching our area and not having a f ix for over 
twenty four hours , de ciaed to run on one engine and take soundings 
cautiously every nour to try to establish our position. 
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December :21 , 1941 . 

ADDRESS: ASI ATIC STATION 

VIA: SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

At 0100 on crobsing the 1000 fathom curve , assumed we were 
on t he Southern edge of our area ~ At 0200 cros sed t he 500 fathom 
curve and changed course t o 320° true to parallel the coast . At 
0)00 had cro ssed t he 100 fathom. curve and determined our position 
A.s 22- 39 E , 119- 31 ~ . H.eversed cours e to 140° t rue . .t...'t 0449 
sighted unlighted steamer bearing 110° true. Dived for sound 
app roach . I was below at t he t i me . T~ne offi cer-of - the - deck had 
det ent1i ned that t he ship -vvas on opposite parallel course . The 
03 operator had picked up t he pro pel l ers alm.ost simultaneously 
vvith t he sighting of t he s hi p by t he off ic er - of - the- deck. J:\iade 
setup on T. D.C. Est imat ed range by o.o.D. was 3500 yards . Sound 
bearings drew sl owl y to t h e left getting weaker cont i nuousl y and 
faded O'lt on 293° rel at ive (Perch co urse 1·40°) , a t 05 13 . Just 
prior to sighting th i s ship a light had been p icked up on t he 
port beara. Ti1e OOD had looked at this l i gh t , instruct ed t he port 
lookout to keep his gl asses on it , and had then s t arted to search 
forward t owar ds t hG bow when he p icked t he ship up . I believe 
that angl e on the bow i nst ead of being 300 port was greater t han 
900 port, tbat the s hi p had crossed our bow out of vi s i bility , and 
-vvas heading tovva.rds t he i ormosa Coast , "vi t h t he r ange increasing 
from the time of sight ing. Perch ' s estimated position at time of 
s i ghting Latitude 22- 21 . 5 N, Longitude 119- 40 E. At 0600 decided 
to cruise to eastward during t he day to es t ablish pos i t ion by 
landfal l . 3eas quite heavy making contr ol of t he ship at pe riscope 
depth di ff icult , so ran at 90 feet coming to periscope depth ever y 

· .for ty- five minutes • • t 1310 while at peri s cope depth s i~ht ed enemy 
pl ane bearing 0950 true , distance about 2000 yards , altitude abo ut 
500 feet and on a westerly cour se . ~lent to 90 ft1et. At 1753 
changed course to l t, )0 true . -~t 1756 surfaced . Still had not 
made a l andfall on Fonn.osa . I t was ove rcast and raining nearly 
every time we looked during t he aft ernoon watch , and was raining 
l i ghtly vvhen we surfaced. Duri ng the evening vvatch s i ghted f ive 
white lights bet w·een Perch and t he shore . They were. believed to 
be small fishi ng boat s , as Per ch was cl ose enough to some of them 
to have seen t heir hul ls had t h ey been shi ps . 

December 22 , 194l o 

On rever sals of course during t h e ni ght again sighted t hese 
li€:;ht s at various times . Shortl y aft er t hr ee o ' clock i n t he 
111or n ing s i ghted the port side l i ght of one of t hem at about 3500 
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I flED 

ya.rc1s a_lC. determined it was J. small boat . 4tau ·vnr·ou ·11 0110 t eaV'' _, " 
eain squall durinb the u i <l Vv1.tc!1 -.ti tl ·Hi:ld o.f aoout 25 knots and 
quite heavy seas . .1-t 0531 dived to 95 f eet . .JCd.rJ lluite heavy -
ctecided to reJJJa.in at 95 feet unliil 1000 • . H.t 0~50 sound reported 
possibl e propell er noises bearine 117° true . Ca 1e t o periscope 
depth but~ coul d not see anytHing on the surface . .\.t. 130 5 obtainecl 
fairl y c;ood fix on Shuryul\yu '110 (Island) , bear in~ frout I sland 203° 
true , 8 . 5 Lliles . ,t-e were very cl ose to t he J ine \ ! G tllou.:.;ht \ve 
were on but about 5 miles to tl1e so uthvv-ard . -~t 1503 sic;hted small 
f ishing boat bearing 17o0 true ., distance about 3 miles . At 1600 
s i ghted Shoryukyu To light. bearing 045° true , 6 . 5 miles . \.t 
1725 sound report ed propeller noise on port bow. Came to perio cope 
depth and sight ed a su1all steamer or not over 1000 tonso Swung 
to t he left but tra ck angl e wa s l a r ge and s hi p so small that I 
d idn ' t deem it advisable to f ir e . Perch ' s pos ition at time of 
sighting shi p bearing 2?/+o true , 6 . 8 luiles from Shoryul<yu To· l i ght . 
3t eamer ' s course was a1')proximately 160° true . At 1746 came back 
to course 330° true o At 1809 s uri'aced o Shoryu}~yu To l i 6ht wa s 
burning - f lashes every two seconds but probably wit h r educed 
visibili ty. Decided to cruise np towards Pescadores Channel 
during t he ni ght and run back and forth across the channe l to ­
morrow. At 1818 si ght ed beams of seven l a r ge searchlights pointed 
sl{Y\!Yard on s hore bearing between 020° true and 0270 true , which 
put t hem to the southeastward of Takao . ~t 2300 changed course 
to 2700 true . N. P . G. came in very "~Nell on surfacing toni sht 
but faded out at about 23 30 . La st ni ght faded out at about 2200 . 
1~ight of the 20th faded out at about 0430 in the morning . -.ieather 
modera ted after sunset . Seas rt1uch flatt er and wind decreased . 

December 23 , 1941. 

At 0300 changed cours e to 090° true . .n..t 0405 sighted steady 
white light three points forward of port berun on horizon. At 
0425 sighted steady white l i ght one point forward of port be~1 on 
hori zon. Both of these lights drew to the l eft and are believed 
to have been trawlers . At 0733 sighted masts of a ship bearing 
2090 true, estimated range 18000- 20000 yards . Perch course 090° 
trueo Estimated angle on the bow 50° port . Attempted to close 
for 27 minutes on course 140° true (120° port track ). _ t 0800 
when merchantman bore 16oo true (200 r elative), sighted masts , 
bridge , and top of stacks of a destroyer of the Linekaze class 
bearing 1500 true at a range of 7500- 8000 yards , on same course 
as merchantn1an , 1~hich had been determined as 0800 true . Could 
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not close either ship to firing rang eo On a search .J.round the 
horizon a t 0806 sighted masts and stack of a steamer bearing 
3300 true , angl e on the bow about 900 starboard , ran~e about 15 , 000 
yards o .~t 0807 sighted ~couting observation seapl ane , very much 
like our cruiser pl a nes beari ng 070° t rue , heading about 28 0° , 
range 5000- 6000 yards , and f l ying at an alt i tude of about 500 
feet . Went to 95 feet . Sea choppy , vi s ibility excellent o At 0810 
changed co urse to 2 700 true . .H'ir st mer chant ship vvas similar to 

' Kosi I\iaru ,fl 40 "Japanese !\1er chant Ships " . Could not tell type of 
second ship . Perch position at time of sighting f'irst ship Latitude 
22- 35 N, Longitude 119- 53 E. Both merchantmen believed enroute 
Indo Ch ina to Takao- Toko area. At 1 308 in Latitude 22- 35 N, Long­
itude 119- 45 ~ while on course 2700 true s i ghted same type destroyer 
as that s i ght ed at 0800 , bearing 133° true , rant_;e 12000 yards on course 
lJorth o Deten.ained could not close him, but chaneed course to 010° 
to obse rve him more closely. 1-\.t 14.36 sighted fishing trawler 
bearing 291° true , d i stance about 3000 yards on a soutl1wes t er ly 
course . At 1807 surfaced . Course 180° true . At 1817 sighted 
steady white light broa d on port bow and one ·t hree po i nts abaft 
port beam on horizon . Believ ed to be trawl ers . Later d i s app ear ed 
on port quarter . Ho . 1 mai n engine out of commi ssi on for repairs . 
Inspected crank bear i ngs on it yesterday and found them in bad conditior 
wi th considerable bea'!'inc; metal flaked off . Henevved t h e f irst s i x 
bearings inspected l ast n i ght . Considered that the engine should 
not be run unt il all bearings are inspected for fear of scoring 
a crank pin . At 201 2 received Comsubsaf 230943 assigni ng Per~h 
nevv area s ixty miles square vvith center 21- 36 N, 115- 16 E , s i des 
033° t r ue , and 1230 true . neaded fo r new area imraediately. Bet 
course 263° true . At 2126 put ,/3 main ene;ine on propulsion at 650 
K:,l . At 2210 after compl et i ng battery charge , put No . 4 111a in ene;i ne 
on propul sion , no-vv carr yi ng 650 1.1, 0ach on Nos . 3 and 4 , and 600 KJ 
on l\JO . 2 (jus t compl etel y overhauled and with e;round journal ) . 
rl1 l.L is gave us 245 rpm., 1 5 . 5 knots . N. P . O. faded out at about 221 5 
tonie;ht . 

Dec e r.1 b e r 24 , 19 Lt-1 • 

_l.t 01,.41 sibhted steady vvll i te light on horizon three po i nts torward 
of port bea.r.1 , drawinb u.ft . At 0500 above li~lt faded out abat't port 
beam. i:aintained periscope \JUGCh dur i nt; dayli~) t , uo t h ine; s i ellted . 
Completed inspe ction and renewal a ll cran.k bear i rlt_;s on No . 1 main en~­
ine durincr the dive . .1t 1806 sur.~.'aced . ..U1e3.d standard on Los . 2 
s.nd ) 1nai~ ene:ines . .u.t 1821 heard l)Oundinc noi se in Ho . 3 ru.a in 
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enc;ine . dtopped i t . In.J_D(Jction revealed "ri ped crank bearings 
On lJOd • 2 and. 10 units , ·with undoubte<i SCOt' l !l.G of journal . ri.t 
2300 entered uew area . .d.t 23 39 s i ghted 1 6 whi t B l i c;ht s between 
2 and. 3 po i nts on sturboard bow. At 2355 sighted 15 v.rllite 
l i ghts betvveen 1 and 2 points on port bo\v . ~u3 t ltose lic~ilt s passed 
abeam on e ither :~ide : tlley appea1·ed to u e fifJhinc boa td or junks , 
n1.oving v er :r slowly . 

Dec~ilier 25, 19 41. 

d.t 0100 SlO\•Jed to uOO I .~ 0!1 one e.:.ls ine and. chant; ed (' urse to 
0050 true , hav-intS reached tile cent er of our area . ;,t 021 5 si. Ghtec1 
g low of l i gllt bear i n t?; 010° true beyond hor i zon . It \vas gr oup 
flashi n r5 , 3 i' l ashe8 every 20 seconds, which answered to character­
i s tics of Cllilang :Lt • .Bearing of this li.~ht COUll led with so~ndin.:.:,.:; 
showed us north of t he center of our area . Decided to run so ti1a t 
I would dive i n northern part· of my area at dawn ., l\.Laintai ned 
peris cope watch dur i ng dayl ight . Sea was q_ui te Slnoot h and vi s ­
i bility exc ellent . lfothi ng sight ed all day . During dive s t a rted 
inspection crank bearing s on Ho . 4 main engi n e . On nearly ever y 
bear ing t l1e satco me t al had begun t o f lake off - on some of t hem 
seri ousl y . ~enewed all but four of t hem d uring the d ive t oday . 
At 1809 s urfaced . .Aheud ·,{o . 2 ma i n ent::ine , using Ho . 1 f or battery 
charbe • At 1835 s i ghted ~-_;roup of white lights on f i shi ng boats 
or jw1ks on port beaulo ~t 1944 sighted unl i Ghted steame r one 
po i nt on port bow . J3attle ..Jtati ons . .A.t 1948 too ~: r o . 1 main 
en6ine off ba t te r y chare; e , put i t on p r opul s i on . At 1954 ahead 
standa rd - 1 4 knot B. At 2010 , when r anc; e had closed t o 2000 
yar ds s topped and firel f our torp edoe s . Three of t he torpedoes 
ran stra i ght and normal , those f rom tubes l, 2 , and 4 . 'I'he t orpedo 
f ired f rom No . 3 t ube br oached at launchinc; t hen took its dept h 
and s tarted circli.ng t o t he r i gh t . .vllen just fo r war d of Perch ' s 
beam and on abo ut opposite co urse it broa ched aBai n , and a s it 
again started to dive it expl od ed t hrowing up a cons i derabl e 
geys er of water and giving of1" a b i g f l ash . The other t h ree 
torpedoes missed . Submerged and reloa~ed . Duri nG thi s approach 
I conned t he shi p :fron tlJe brid__;e a nd estirtlate<l the ranzes and 
to.rbet co urse . L.Y execut ive offi cer was on the pe r i s cope sending 

··beari ngs to T . D. C. he had been abl e to p i cl\: up t he target by per­
i scop e abo ut 1 0 111inutes before f iring . lirinG data listed under 
par t " G" t hi s r epo rt . At 2030 whil e subr,ler t.;ed s i ght ed st eamer 
tlLro ugh per iscope bearing 348° true , est imated rane;e 8 , 000- 10 , 000 
yar d s , on estirnated course oaoo true . ..;,t 2033 changed course to 
1 000 t r ue . 3tealller drevv t o the eas t --;ar d rap i dl y and I saw tLa t I 
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: - - lTar r ati ve . (Cont inued) . 

ADDRESS: ASIATIC STATION 

VIA: SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

co uld not clos e hil"Jl . I t das a clear ni )_:ht vvj t h s tnrs out and 
1'1oou sll i n ine.; . At 201..,8 s u1·.f.'a.c ed , c hanged c ourse t o 180° true , 

Dec e111 be r 2 6 , 19 41 • 

i t 0901 "''vhile on conr se nu r t h i n La titude 21 - l C> H, LonL"~it ude 
ll 5- 2o . 5 E s i t;hced S1 ol~ e and .1.1::1s t s of a .:1l1 i n hf!.J.r i n& 256° true , 
esti111ated ran~e 17 000 yar ds . Chan5ed cours e to 25u true . o.o. 
JJ . had a.oparently I l9 d e a n istake in true beu.r in~ . I finally 
p i cl ~d up t i:l. r ..;et bea.rin_; 230° true a nd chan....;ed cou r se to 1600 
true ,.tt 0)'15 . J.~an i n at hi _l sp eed and at 09 - 4Js - 30 fired torp edo 
from no . 1 tube and at 09- 48 - 40 fir·ed t orredo from ! .. o . 2 tube • 
.t.3otlJ. t or p edoes 1ni ssed , J/ir int, <l...t.ta listed under part "G" t his 
report . 'l1j.le s!.1i p held its cours e until l·re ll. ~f'ter tor11 edoes 
l1...J. d cr o..?sed tra ck , t i1en sta rted zi~ zagc: ine . Tlte sj li J> WA.s of 
d typ e silllila r to tl.Le Shi11Ha 1 .. aru ,r 40 " J':J.f'.'J.lle 3e J. 7e r·chant 3hi_ps" • 
.both t !tis ship and tlle one s i Ghted l ast n i ght were about 20 miles 
south of the center of Perch area , J.t 0959 ohant~ ed c ourse to 
north . .At 1358 si e;lrte<l sail i.ng jUilk bearin~ 0100 t rue , d i s tance 
a bout /~ . tilile s on easterly course . ..tt 1414 sighted cruiser type 
observa tion plane on port bow on opposite course . Irrmtediatel y 
vVent to 100 feet , .. . t 1535 CdltlG to periscope dept h , noth ing in 
s i~ht . .. l.t 18 26 surfac ed . l:oo n and stars out , excellent vis i b i lity . 
"\.t 2100 cli.ang ed cours e to 1800 true o DLu'linc t h e day co1.1pleted 
renewal crank bearinGs on 1:0 . 1 ... main e n[;ine . 

JJecernber 27 , 1941 • 

. At 0100 changed course to nort1J. o ;it 054l d i ved t o 9 5 .L eet • 
. lt 0630 came to periscope d ep th , ta i ntainin{; peri :J cope watch . 
~ Lt 0643 s i ghted sailing junk bearing south abo ut 5000 yards , on 
northerly course . 3ea fairly f lat with ClLLi.te a r'ew whit e caps . 
~~t 08 31 Pedro Blanco rock bore 320° true , 12. 5 miles . At 0833 
s i ghted 111asts of s h i p bearinG 0500 true , es tin1ated angle on bow 
50 port , estima t ed r a nge 20 , 000 ya rds, on west erly course . 
Perch course north . At 0834 ahead standard spe ed , 5 k not s . At 
0847 s i ghted two DD in line , one C1 , and one l a r g e loaded tanker 
about 3 points on port bow. At 0853 bearings were as follo~s :­
t he 2 DD in line 342~0 true , CL 3280 true , tanker 3210 true . 
Rru1G e 9500 yards , anbl e on bow closest DD 8 50 s t a r board , course 
about osoo true . Tl1ey were r1ak i.ng at l east 18 knots . daw I 
coul d not close t l1em to firing range , so continued approach on 
first ship si0hted. At 0904 went ahead s t anda rd speed fo r 1 5 
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SUBMARINE DIVISION ~EEN 

U. S. S. PERCH (SS176) 

ADDRESS: ASIATIC STATION 
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20) VIA: SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

1-J..JL{CJl LUi PA'J.lHOL- -I ( Cox :1'IJJU~D ) 
J 

A- - -larra ti ve . ( Oont inued) . 

minutes 1i thout takint.; a look , during which ti1r1e deter11ined by 
moorin3 board that 3200 true was the bes t course to Gteer to 
intercept him. At 0921 de t er nJ.ined ranee as 3400 yards , angle on 
the bow 250 port . Target had changed co ur se to t he l ef t and was 
now on course 246° true . Saw t hat I v'lould be abl e to get in t o 
good f iring rang e . At 0925 observation showed that t arg e t had . 
a...;ain changed course to lef t to 231° true ~tnd t hat ane;l e on bow 
was less t han 100 po rt . I changed c our se to 3100 true . ltange 
at this ti1ae was about 2200 yards . It r:as realized that tnrr et 
was 1uak i n.:; ::Jlovv- speed a1Jd tnat I woul d be ab l e to cross his track 
and f ire s t ern tubes . -~t 0930 changed courae to Jooo true . At 
0~31- ~0 fired torpedo 1rom J5 tube , and a t 0931- 40 f ired torpedo 
from ,ib tube . .At 0931 - 55 , 25 seconds after firing first torpedo 
heard an explo s ion . Soon after this sound r eport ed propel lers 
of t are;e t s l owint: down und stopped . ·l.t 0945 started changi nr:; 
cour~~ ~o t,i1e l ef t . han up periscope and saw t he s hi p I had 
f i red at l ying t o o I determined. t o go back to cl ose h i m. Si ght ed 
what I a t l irs t tho ugh t was one of t he DDs coming back towards 
the mer chantman and stead i ed up on 1800 a t 0945 . At this t ime 
I deterrnined t he m.an of war was not a DD but the C. L . At 1000 
started turning to the l ef t t o o 6oo to close him. Between 1000 
and 1013 s i ghted the t -vvo DDs returning towa r ds t a r ge t and crui ser 
and I changed course to the right and steadied on 1100 true at 
1013 . The DDs came on and passed to t he northward of n e at a bout 
6000 yards range and be t ween me and the other .shi ps . I changed 
course to 0900 t r ue , sti ll trying to close the cruiser , who was 
circling i n the vi cinity of t he merchantman . At about 1040 the 
two DDs , i n column , turned south and at 1042 sighted cruiser 
pl ane beari ng 235° t rue , headi ng tov~ards me at a range of about 
40,JO yar ds . Pulled dov'ln per: scope and ordered 110 feet . At 
10- 46- 20 expl osion occ urred . I ordered depth charge stati ons and 
dec i ded to put t he shi p on the bottom. At 1049 two expl osi ons 
occurred , not very close . lvfy dep t h at time 130 fee t . At 1056 
settl ed on bott om i n 170 feet of water . dtopped a l l n1achinery 
in shi p excep t s ound motor generat or . ..~t 1102 expl os i on occurr ed 
whi ch we es t i mat ed to be abo ut 1000 yards avvay . During t hi s tline 
we vvere unabl e t o hear any echo rang ing " p int:s n or propeller 
noises . At 1 535 sound report ed propell er noises bear i ng l BOO , 
045° ,and 3350 relativ e . Pr opell e r s llea:cd on 180° , and 0450 \vere 
no-~c heard again . Pr·opel 1er s l1eard on 3350 drew to the left to 
3250 and faded out . -~t 1725 conmenced pump i ng ur . ..~hedd on 
course 1 250 true . .c~t 1745 periscope dep t l.t , notLins i n s i ght . ...1.t 
1B2l surfaced . .~..,.head on one main engine . Changed course to 180° 
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ADDR IDSS: ASIATH' S'l'A'l'ION 

VTA: ~AN (l'HANCISCO, CALJF. 

t rue t o run south aua ge t in ba bt. ory charc;e . t 18 1.-5 sa·\·iJ a .t""lasl1-
in ; red 1i ~;i1t de ~d ~Jtorn J.'o11oHed by a ,.;carclll i ~lit b c i rl·"' turned 
on us . Dived t o 1 00 feet and chall€,ed coUl .. se t o 1 200 Lr ue . \.t 
l S 56 s ound picked up propelle1·s b earinc; 251° relative . :.er opel l ers 
sow1ded like a DD aud she was d r aHi n g ahead on port s i de . Started 
chunLin~\ course to thG ri ~lrL . ~t 1901 ntea d i l?u 011 1 700 t-rue • 
..)ef,.'rin ~s o.l prop e1lc.:r .;.; utill dra\-.~ing ahead unl L .. t 1001,. started 
chan .. : in~· course to t ' e r i Ght 1-lvd i n . ~t 1S 15 ste 1died. on course 
2150 true . Soua~: loJt pro"Jellc r :1oisv..... . t 1011-~ chdil cd courae 
to 1f'OO true . ~ t lS,! "1 sonnd llec..rd d i stt·.1. .. banc , bc...trin --· 2050 
relo.ti\~e . :,ot~in~ developed i' roJ. i t . Durins t ~ i~· t i J.e t l1ere was 
no :;v i dence o f ec.~.l(' ".._ ...,_ . ~t 21 45 sur faced . -~.i'iead OYl nr..e 
raain t,;llu i .. J. -3 . ._ ..... , ... {.,,ud. sea p i cked Ut-) cons i ner·abl y- . 

Decer:1ber '2 , 194l . 

. \. t 0005 oasu2.1 Ly ocCUJ"·ce0 to )1 .la i n e t ... ;i ne . vt·"rted i nve·J-
t j ~at ion . ..,.t 01 J ·) c '1~.\L , cu CO\ll..,8 e to OS 0° t.r11 e ~ .:L 01 43 sound 1' 8J) -

or-ced prO_f.)ellCl'a ~~~o OlJ. {'ort bo,:v . I t. 1. ;as ve r y blo.c~· i n that 
L- il, ~)ctior.~. and at 0146 ::>u"uucrc;ed to 100 feet . ::> Ol nd coul d no t 
lllkl.I' p ro.pe l lers after \ve sub,ler._..ed . 1f l1e recJ.S011 r'or th i s subneree11C0 
\l;l~ t he feeli!1~ t hat t .~. e destro~rers were st i l l s carc l.~.in .Cor us o 

... t 023/t- surfaced . .. 1.~.5·.;.d on onP rain ee .. _:- i '10 . . t 01,44 cha1.1._:ed 
colrse to 180° true. Det nr 1jned c(.,<,su:.:.1t\ to .o . l ''lain e'1-=· i ne v ._.. 

\J.lS i n the blower . i' l~is ua.de t~vo :.1ain e ... 1t:,)ines out OJ.' corJ.mi s sion 
~nd not capabl e of ~ein~ re~aired at se~ . Dec i ded to re~ort i t 
to Comsu bsaf . ·f r i ed to ~· ct .t 183S.l~ G of.l. .. y,i tl.~.out suc c eos . _i.t 05 4~­
bUbnJ.e r t,;ed t o 9 5 fe e t . .1'"t 0800 caue up t o peri o cope de}1th . Leavy 
seas ru11ni nc; . ..ent back t o 9 5 feet . CULlS to pc ri .-J cope dept h a t 
1125 , 1320 , 1 5 5b , Ulld 1656 . 'lot 1821 surfac10cl . ileau. on one Lla. in 
engine . Changed course t o north . Seas heav) and o. Vlind ot a bo ut 
25 1\:nots fror1 t he noi·thea st . ..1-t 1846 c hallbed cot...rse t o 010° true 
t o a llov1 f or p r obable se t d ue to Vli n d and sea . . \. t 1834 sent ny 
281 015 to Comsubsaf r eport in.::.; ac tivi t i es a ta t '1e t Ho en:sine s out 
o.L cou.miss ion . No troubl e gettin~ t he _nes sJ.:_:e t llrou~il on 84.70 l' CS . 
A~t 2320 while wo r k in G on l ovter limi t swi te ll of J o . 2 per i s cope , t he 
ele ctricians 11ate i n ra i s ing it i n t he ddrk.811ed coming towe r r an 
it all t L.e -v;ay t o the t op . i'i1e uoper l i 11i t, sv.-i tc~l faileJ. to s t op 
i t a.11d ootl1 cabl e3 broke a llowi n._; t he pe1"i sco!-1e to fall l' roo 1'ull 
i1o i st to t l1e bottom bu ... "f e r . -~.~."ter i :asnec tion \.re a.ec i dE::L... ;,;e could 
rai se i t rJi t r ... tor:1ea.o .3traps and cL.ai n- fall s , a nd shoul d inves t i c:ate 
i t before r eport i n ·• 
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.1Je ce11ber 29 , 1941 • 

ADDRESS: ASIATIC I:;TATION 

VIA: :-:AN JrRANClSCO, CA LIF. 

I I 

. ~.t 0200 d ecod ed Comsubsaf 281 635 orderinz :eerch s outh t h r out:;h 
:Winapacan and ·Jt._akassar Stra its , fueling 3alil:papen if practicabl e , 
and to report to Comtaskfor five for instructions on crossing t he 
equator , and to report estimated arrival ~inapacan . At 0205 set 
course 16oo true headinL for ~carborough Shoal . Put both I!lain 
engines on t he line ~ t o50 h..'i each . Heavy sea fr0111 northeast o Han 
at 9) feet durinc; the day- impossible to maintain p eri scope depth 
with ,11 periscope . ..-1.t 1905 called IPO to report my es tiulated 
a rrival Linapa.can to Corr1subsaf as 1000 get Janna ry 2nd (my 2910 50) o 

~it 211.;7 got receipt on baker schedule . ~lllen we called l!FO he didn ' t 
answer on 84 70 h.C.::) but caue i n on bakers and sai d " go ahead n, Later 
{ 214 7 ) r eceipt inf6 for it on bakers . No star s i f;h ts . Overcast , 
cloudy , with uoon behind t h e clouds ~ivinc fa irly e;ood visibility 
t i ll t he moon set . 

Dec ea be r 3 0 , 19 41 • 

.::tan at 95 feet durin3 the day . ~~t 1930 decoded Corns ubsaf 
30021 ... 3 ordering Perch p ass east,Nard Scarborough Shoal . Had 
obtained good star f i x . At 1932 change~ course t o 140° true . 

1Jec e1J.be r 31 , 1941 , 

./orl(ed on l.o . 2 periscope . p tics r·pp ca .r:ed to be ruined . 
_ e. 1oved r<::l.n~ e finder a "L tacnnent . tinable to work tiltinc; prism. 
Can see throt4:j11 the periscope but it is elevated abo ve hor izon 
and. cannot operate tilting p rism. Peris c1pe was raised by chai n 
falls and torpedo s t raps until the ol d cabl es could be put on with 
a loss of about 10 feet of cable . Decided to lower No . 2 on cha i n 
.Lalls until i t was housed in i ts s hears , and to remove the search­
l i cht and i ts stand to reduce wake when using Lo . 1 per i scope for 
piloting after pass i ne.; through Linapacan o 

January 1 , 19 42 • 

.At 001 5 NPO rece i pted for my 311410 to ConsubsaJ.' reporting 
co ndition of iio . 2 periscope and s tatin~ tl1o.t it would require 
re olace...J.ent or shift betv1een .~. os . 1 and 2 o 

J a .uu.ry 2, 1942 • 

.... t 0 231 .:>ibht~d l and b e~..~.ri ~ 1000 true . ;..oonli~ht , excellent 
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ADDRESS: ASIATI C STATION 

VIA: ~~AN F HANCISCO, CALIF . 

visibility . ~~~ere able to obtain g ood f ixes p i lotine; 'throu{;J1 t he 
3trait . ..ri.t 05 27 Chang ed COlll"S6 t.o 1 60° true , having passed 
through .Linapacan . .At 2025 s i ghted Langoy I sland Li e·h t, bear i ng 
l F~ 5o true . .L~t 221 2 pas . .)ed LanGO:Y I sland J..,ic:.n t aboar11 to star board , 
4 . 2 .1uil e s o 

J·anuary 3, 1 91+2 . 

-"t 1023 while on cour s e south at 90 feet sour1d p icked up 
p ingin~ bearin g 20° r elat ive . nattle statio~s , r i s3ed for depth 
charGe at t a ck . l ror1 t h i s time unt il 1102 tlle p ingin._; continued o 
Propelle r s vvere hear d many t i raes . Tried to shake bir:1 off by 
-vro .rkin~ to i.ifest\. ard , but was unabl e to do it . \1ent to 220 
fee t . 11very now and then both propeller noi se and pint>ine; would 
s top , at which t i rr1e I woul d stop . Ahen he wo uld t:~pe ed up a n d come 
in on a fa i rly constant bearing I wo uld run fast , chang e course 
und s top . linally I work ed through south around to eas t and at. 
1102 heC:~.rd t h e l ast l) i ue_; or propell er noise . At leas t t wice durin£; 
t h i s period he passed v er y clos e to us . Decid i n g t hat t he des t royer 
woul d continue to search alon~ the Lant:SOY I tJland - Pearl l.3ank line 
I set course O<;,OO true aad i1eld this course until just 11efore sur­
I'acin~ . _.,_t 1701 cllansed conroe to so utho _t 211{) chan.~ed course 
to ;250 true , deci d in__; it best to pdSS to \~·e.5tNard of Pe·1rl 3ai11: . 

,J i:lJ.l uary 1.- , 19l.-2 • 

. rlt 1435 \Jhile dt 120 feet sound r eported d isturbances 
bec.rin__; 1 '3 5° true . I t d evf loped to be t vvo slli~)s i.Jith h i t;h speed 
:'"lr · o.~)ell ers .1.airly cl ose to :ettter . At 1503 1"1.1.opelle r no i ses faded 
Lt~t hearinB 1010 true . .. \. t 18 46 casualty to -.l!o . 2 1.1ain er~ ine o 
.d.t 2351 passed rr'a l antOJ\1 8 l10al , 

J u 11 ua l .. Y 5 , 19 4. 2 . 

Olld s i ghted Bon..;ao .L Sl.J.nd be::J.r i nc 1 ~5° true . 1.t 021 0 
ui0hted ii i l l on I.Jibutu I .:.> l anc. be::tri~ 1 550 t 1·ue . ~t 20 30 
Ja1J.uar.J 6 , 191..,2 ori._,i .. h. ted J.-Y Ool2 30 t o Cot ... tu.sh.for five re·oorting 
tl .lt l would croas equato .i' _.lidni~L.t toni.;ht a.1d I'E-'-iuested instructions o 
~venins of JdrlUoJ.l'Y 7th uriwi·1a ted uy 07124-5 to CoLltash . .Lor .1. ... ; ve 
telli:le; 1 iln t:.~.at I uc1d rece iv ed no ansvver to m.y 061230 and stating 
tlJ.at I VTUS 1+0 J.tlile::; I'ror.. .dalil\.napen li~ht s1.~. ip . 
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~ --1fu.r1· :tt i ve . ( C\...nt Lnuec. ) • 

ADDHESS: ASIATU ; STATION 

V lA: :-; AN l<'RANCISCO, CALIF. 

• ·1.t 0010 J·anuary 8th dPcoded Comsuo-3'11' 071131 diTect·in ... ?<?rch 
I'f'l1nrt COl.l~JJ.etion fuelin__; by Dutch sbo:te :C8.tlio vLrd.Jion . t1h'-4 ll ._;o 
tu Darwin . ...!.t 011+5 Januaey 8 th contnctud uo.l'Ll. .1H.l.l)en J. i ;f)lt ship . 
11e told 1'18 to re1nain near hin t i ll sunri8e . At 0550 Pilot C'-'ntai. l.1 
oal cl .~ ~1.i car,ltj on bodrd . .H.t 0711.., :i?ilo-'G Capt.u.in ~- · Vermeer cac11G on 
boar d ·3.nd :?ilot Jai cl left ship . .lt 07?..4 , J-anuary Gtb moored 
ot·1rboaru s id e t o 1 .d·. side of pier three , .Jalil:..l)Upen. Did not 
s t <:n:-t fuel i nG t ill 0S)l2 o The oil li11e,j to t11e u.oc~r Here full o.2 
bUilker oil dlld ti1at l1ad to be bach.ed out . ..1-t 1400 deliv ered lllJ 
0<~0540 to Dutch u ilo re radio station , tell in~ Co;tlsubsaf J."uelint; 
compl eted 7 b.ours ~ ct . and reportj!.1~ no call l eJs Cifter today . a t 
1557 completed fuelinG . At 1 61 0 underv1ay . ·t 1804 d i yed . :t 
18 B4 surfaced . 

L~t 0~35 Jd~tuary 9ti cli~hted Celetles Island , bearin; 2250 
t r ue , 25 mile s o In tl:1 e e ven ing recei Ted Cor.1su.bsaf 091 005 regard in£ 
l i .ate ,ing i n on n ircraft frerJ_uenc y 8.nd establishi ng I te.:1 schedules , 
I)rep .• .~. ing JJo t_; , a nd -victor h ypo l~ ega t , e tc • 

. ,.l.t 180 2 , Janur~.ry lOth wlli l e on cours e 180° true s i e;hted small 
steilitler bearinG 225° true , ran0 e 10 , 000 yards . Savv that I could 
not clos e h i m to torpedo ran~e , and he l ooked v e r y small , s o 
continued on co~rse . Pcrch La titude 5- 47 3, ~onG itude 118 - 55 E • 
.Jtew~1er was on nort!1erl y courseo 

January ll , 1942 . 

During dive tool-c pe r i s cope o bservati ons e ve r y half hour and 
l).stened on vertical a ntenna every hour . Nothing h eard on vertical 
either today or yesterday. 

riot 0120 January 1 2 , 19~.2 vvhile on cour~e 092° true , and in 
Latitude 7- 58 - B, Lone;itude 1 22- 21 .6 s i ghted three .Jhi ps in for­
mation bet ween Pe r ch and land , bearing 112° true . . t 01 27 changed 
cours e to 1 620 true . These s h ips appeared to be destl"oyers . The 
uOD thought once he coul d make out four s t a cks on one of them but 
I could not . dt 01 30 subhlerGed on course 1 620 true . I t was gettin~ 
to t he po i n t where I vvas i n dalz er of be in~ seen . Coul dn ' t see 
t i1e shi ps at a l l v1i tll peri Bcope and soun6 bea.rln•.Js .rere unrel i :tbl e . 
Did not f ire . ..:~t 0;..35 surfaced . ,.t 0258 (_,ot a receipt fo r my 
111823 to Consubsaf tS iVillt.;; pos i t i on , course , and speed ol' the~e 
shi ps , and s tatin~ t hey Here beli ev ed t o be de~:J troyers o 
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:P,e;t cr... . • .:u-t P ... \.T ROL- -l ( ou.~.r·rrrn.J.JD ) 

A--Narrative (Continued ) . 

_·it 0419 Ja11ua ry 12 , whtle on co ursc 092° true in L·:ititude 
7- 5~ J , Longitude 122- 57 . 5 ~ si~ltted ship bearinL about 094° true . ~ 
.t~t 0420 stopped a nd ·Natclled h i n1. he kept co1.1ine; on vvit h t he 
bearinJ chang i ng v ery slow·l y to tlle r i ght . lHy second off icer 
J_J i ch:ed llirn up vvith t he peris cope . .i t 043~ dived on course 0900 
true . '"t 0441 c1ldll[;ed course to 150° true . .( t 0/+46 chanced 
co urse t o 1 600 true . \.t 04- 47- ~-5 f"'ired tor:pedo .trora 1-0 . 1 tube 
and at 04- 48- 00 fir ed torpedo frou :jo . 2 tube . Both torpedoes 
rui ssed. .c:;stirtlated tarbet course 2670 true , e~tirlated speed 14 knots • 

. t 2235 January 1 2th , decoded 3ubsaf ota "'f • adio Dar\·Jin 120245 
telling Perch to a void ov;n surface forc es by l?a.::>sinf; south of Ti lilOr 
and asking i f 1 had t \JO _ d1niral t y Chart.s • 

. d.t 0041 J anuary 13th got a r e ce i p t on [:470 h.Cu . fo r my 1 21510 
sta ting do not have .!\d.111ira l ty chart s lis ted ... {a dio Darwi n ' s 120245 , 
and s tating Perch would enter Ombai passage 22 hours get . 12th . 

At 2340 January 1 3th decoded Comsubsaf 
to report expected daylight posi tion and to 
enroute Da:cvvin to Koepang , Timor • 

131 503 ordering Perch 
watch fo r our destrover 

" 

. ..1.t 0035 January 14th obta i ned r eceip t on 8010 h.CS. f rom PKD fo r 
ny 131 530 t o Colllsubsa.C e: iving ru.y dayli~ht pos ition a s ~ati tude 
9- 54 u , Lol~itude 123- 24 E • 

.d.t 2000 January 14th , p as .3ed ti~rout.:h ... {ot.i .3trai t . Set course 
0':10o true • 

. n.t 19 27 J a nuary 1 5th obtained receipt fo r my 151100 to .. ~ adio 
Darwin (Cornsubsaf Staff ) .::; iving ro.y 11 hours r;ct position and course 
and request ed instruct~ons . 

a.t 002 5 Janua ry 1 6th decoded .~-{adio Da1~. in ' s 1 51 533 telling 
!lle t o adj ust course and sueed to arrive :i.,i.i titude 12- 10 , Longitude 
130- 22- 30 at .19 llours t;c t - January 16th • 

. i-t 0116 January l uth obtained receipt r'.cuL ... ~c:..d io :Oar .:in 
uy 15171J to C.JD 21 ~tatinb PE-rc.~.l \iou.ld ru..1.1 0.11 su.r.1."'..J.ce tL:i:'OC 
dayli ~l1t si:AteclltL i J.l o.L·ue1· to rea.cl desi.._;nated ) Oint unl ess 
vv i se directed . 

- 14-

-. 
j_ or 
~.10U.C~ 
ot l~ er-



I N REPLY REFER TO: 

..:>al76/:j.e 
J erial ( 3 ) 

--

UNITED STATES ASIA TIC FLEET 
SUBMARINE DIVISION 203 

U. S. S. PERCH (SS176) 

A- - n;lrr ative (Continu ed ) • 

ADDRESS: ASIATIC STATION 

VlA: ~AN FRANCISCO. CALIF. 

... 1.t 1123 Ja11UJ..1.'Y 16th , \Jhi1 e on the surfac e ::.!1 Latitude 
11-43 ~ , Lon~itu~e 128- 34 ~ . si~hted a pl ane dead aheqd at a 
raJ1se of about 10 , 000 .>·a1·ds flyinb l ow touards us . Dived 
~illned ia t e1y to 90 fee t . 

Lt 0210 January 17th 8igl1ted masthead li ·Lt of patrol s 1i n • 
... · .. t 024j Lieu c eltcttlt Go 1 .. ,)der ... . c. LW t.da ' r . ._") . ..., .... 1.V y) Ct.1.me on "board 
to \ .... 0 v as L) ilc t to :J 1.r· . i ·1 • 

Lll ti 1es in 
rvi se specifi ~.: ~~ 

J,.. • 

ul 1.3 

.... . J . 3 . ctus . 

re1 o.rt a r e zone . i 11.us e i~h t un1 e s s c t_., er -
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IN REPLY REFER TO: UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET 
SUBMARINE DIVISION 203 

ADDRESS: AS!ATl C STATION 

VIA: FAN FRANCISCO, CALIF . 

U. S. S. PERCH (SS176) ,., "// c' .:>uJ. 1 ') '- 0 

~e rj_al ( 3 ) 

--. ~ .. - -- -·- "'\.... -- .J.. 

I H' • ~rJ ~, , 
.. - , ;.:J_ _ L.un 

10- 19 Deceuber , 19~.1 . '! eatll.er ~ood . .... i ',~le brco ete Hlth 
flat ,:;ea and lone.:; 1o·v awel l a clL~r i11 :,.; day. Chopp" .. 
s l c. at r1i ~11 t • 

20 - .~l 1Jece oe .:, 191;.1 . Jc..:..s vre1·e sof'ficiently hes v.r ~~i1o.t 
s~.--.:..nC:.a.r_~ .J,)eed \,e.s rE...q_uired to naint.ai_l .Jeri ,.J CO_Ie 
de11tlj. cvat~·c1 . ui<ys overcast . Durin~,.~ al'ter·r lUll o.L' 
uecel.lbG r 21, it \·las 1ainint_j duJ·in._: several ))SI·isco_)e 

?? ; ... ,_ 

o bserveti o 1 ~ • 

.LJ0 c e 1b er , lSI;. 1 . .u~ r.-j_ n_: 
\~Jind increased to 25 
1000 yards cillU le .3S . 

seas dur in~ day . 

1. i d i.!a t c h s e c.. s b e cane v r:, :-: J L. e 2. v.. , 
Lnots , vis ibi1i ty d.ecre..1 .jed to 

.Jh.:I .n1s overcast 1ith ver~· l1eavy 

~ 3 Dec e.db e r , J 9 41 • Co. JJ 1 sea ·. 1 it h e x c e 11 en t vi s :i. b i lit y • 

24. · Dece ._·oer , 1S)4l . 1-{ain squaJ.l s d urinb vJ - 12 ·;;u tc a . Lvel' -
cast re~ainder of cay . 

25 - 25 .Gece ... 1ber , 194.1 . rc ... .-. e v8.L. o::> a .:ith excellent vi s i bil i ty . 

27 Decer .... ber , ~ 941 . .3ea -.:as fairl~r .Ll a t .1itb. nur . .~.erous 
-,.,~_i te ce. .~s . ~ .. ~c81lent vi si bili ty . 

• 

;'.8 Decedber , 1941 . :i.:teavy seas durin~ ni__;ht ·di th 25 knot v.rin d . 

29 - 31 Dece.21ber , 1941 . heavy seas from. no r tllce.t>t . dky overcast . 

1- 3 January , 1942 . 3lieht chOl)PY swells , lone:; svve11s from. 
northeast . Sky cl ear . 

3- 17 Je.n ut~.ry , 1942 . Clear sl-:ies .1 ith c~l11 se.J.s . 
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SUBMARINE DIVISION 203 

U. S. S. PERCH (SS176) 

ADDRESS: ASl ATlG S'fA'l'lON 

VlA: r:;AN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 
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UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET 
SUBMARINE DIVISION 203 

U. S. S. PERCH (SS176) 

·' .,.I ,- I .1..1 -- J.L."' L·_ L .J..ll.. ... ... ...w .l. lJu • 

ADDRESS: ASl ATl (i STATiON 

VIA: ~AN FRANCISCO, CALlF. 

Durinc; nic;ht of DeceHlbe r 11. , 1941 , L....:_ >" _JJ: ... -~ l...t~YG rt LlC~.t.T \;~as 
li~J1ted durin.; the eutire n i 6llt . Tllis n i t;ht vvas the only ni.~ht 
that this 1 i cht vvas observed to be bur1in~ . 

Durinc the period 13- 22 lJeceJ..tber , -i<; /+1, our posi tio:n was 
determined ent ire l y by .Jon.ndine;s . .\.t 1305 JeceNber 22 , 1941, fix 
was obtained on .. :.G ... v ... tYUl YTJ T Li _)1t vrhich ua.;:; tiLe first 1'ix since 
tne star f i x obtained at 1<109 on the 1~th and indic :;.teu that tL.e 
positions as obtained by soundin._;s duri nt; thts neriod to he quite 
bood . un t he n i t_:L.t OL Dec8.11ber 22 , 1941, ::,llvrt'Yl~I:-'..'U ~""'G lsi ; ht vvas ob­
served tu be burnin._; f1asi.~.inL; ·white every two seconds , but rrobably 
vfi t h reduced visibility . 

_,t 0215 on December 25 , 1941 , s i~hted glovJ of Cl:IL.:U~G Lie;ht 
Group flashing-- tl1ree f l ashes every 20 seconds . This v.;as tile 
onl y night t h i s li._;ht was observed t o be bur n i ng • 

. ~t 2025 on Janutlry 2 , 1942, s i ::;hted Lft..i,JGG Y I3L_.J\D Lit:;ht, 
flashing white once every 3 seconds . 

The above navic.ational li~hts were the only liGht s observed 
to be burnin c:; at n i ght duril16 the entire patro l . 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

udl76/.J8 
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UNITED STATES ASIA TIC FLEET 
SUBMARINE DIVISION 203 

U. S. S. PERCH (SS176) 

]:Jh:ltC.~..t .v~ll P1T ... OL - I 

ADDRESS: ASIATI C S'r ATION 

VIA: ~:AN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

I flED 

'-- D.!EJCitil-TIO.i.~ Ji .clJ.ilii.. .. Y .L~t dhil=>S , G ... -t _.~J.-{Crt J n, ~i J~ '._i OH l'Tiwt~ 
c.~.:LUt,T SI GHTSD , IiTC:LuDING J:-C::J ITON, OOU ... \0.~i, .. uJD i3P.SED , J. ro TI~.TE 
u l SIGHTI NG . 

0~.1 ... 9 - Dece111ber ~1, 19~-l ·vvl ile on cot:rse 1Lt.0° true in Lat~itude 
22- 21 . 5 l~ , and LonGitude 119- 40 ~ s i Ghted an unideJ.ltil'ied 
steau1er bearing 110° true , est i l!lated ran__;e 3500 yards , course 
3200 true , anc:le on bo·v est ina ted 30° port . 1.0 attack . 

172?-Dece~~ioer 22 , 1941 ~1hile on course 330° true .1iti1 p~~c.r ... 
bear ing 2540 true, 0 . J 111iles from drivRYU __ ll; TO Li i.....ht s i 6ht ed 
a s .. nal l steamer of not ov er 1000 tons on course 160° true . 
uWUllv to left but track an~le so lar._·e and ste8.11lcr ~o sn all 
that did ~1ot fire . 

0733- i)eceuber 23 , 1941 wtlile on course 0'}0° true in L..:l.titucie 
2? - 35 :( 311d Lon._: itude llY- 35 ·.,~ s i t;:nted nasts or a ship 
bearin~ 2090 true , esti ~ted ra~;e 18000- 20000 yards , esti mated 
cul:..;le on the bovv 50° port . Type ident i f i ed as h. di ~.~l:.=tU }140 
"Japanese ~.terchant 3hips " . ...·~pproach made , but no a ttack . 
~t 0800 sigll ted Japanese DD bearing 1500 true at a range of 
7500- 8000 yards course 080° true . 1'y:pe of destrofer \.Jas det-
er .. lined to be t1J.at oi' the .11.I~,J.li ..... l.~E c:ass . Cou.ld not close him. 
-~t 080 S si.=._hted !uasts .J.nd stack of a steaner bear i l'lb 330° true , 
dll~le on bow about 900 starboard , ra11,,_;e 8.bont 15000 yard.s . Could 
1Wt close to firin~ ran~e • 

.t308- Decel 1ber 23 , 1941 while on course 270° true in .Ln.ti tude 
22- 35 .ti a11d .Lon~itude 119- 45 .b :::~i.:_:tted sar.:e t1ue de.:rt1:-oyer a.s 
t11at s i uhted at 0200 bearin~ 1330 true , r:.1nce 1 2000 Y~lrds on 
course ~orth . Detennined could n0t close h~1 , but chru1~ed 
course to 1100 t r ue to bbserve hi 1 more closely . 

1944- lJecembe r 25 , 191...1 while on c our se soutl1 at Latitude 21- 18 . 6 
~! , Lonci tude 115- lo . 5 E s iGhted unlishte<.l ~,teu;.ter rbout one point 
on port bovv , course 3000 true , speed 1 5. .~. .. ade doproacl1 on sur.1'ace • 
... tt 2010 wh en ran._:e had closed to estima ted 2000 yards J~ired .2uur 
torpedoes . l.o i1its . ...t 2038 ~~llil e s,Nee ... ~ in,_: tl1e 1 orizon prior 
to surfacin~ sighted ste&ter throL~h periscope betrin~ 348° true 
estiuated r anbe 8000- 10000 yards, est L.1ated course Oc~oo true . 
Co~ld not close lli:.1 . 

- 1 -
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UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET 
SUBMARINE DIVISION 203 

U. S. S. PERCH (SS176) 

ADDRESS: ASlATliJ STATION 

VIA: ~AN f"RANCISCO, CALIF. 

0901 - Dece1nber 26 , 19 41 while on course north in La titude 21 - 1 6 ~~ , 
Lons itude ll 5- 2u . 5 ~ s i ;_;ht.ed srnoke and masts oi' a ship bearing 
2500 true estl1!la ted 1·an(Se 17000 yards . Iiad e approach , f ired two 
torpedo es , ,o i th 110 hits . Type i cle.nt il'ied t:1.!3 the 3l~Il .. j \. 1-h.u(LJ ty..._ne 

I ' 

f /,.0 n J a_pane se L_erchan t Jhi_ps n . 

: 358- Decedber 2u , 1~/..l ..:>i._;Lted sailin€ junk bear j nu 010° t::ue 
d i.Jta nce about .J.·ouJ. ... nliles on easterly course . 

0~33-Dece rrber 27 , 1041, vi. i l e on course :1o1•t!_ in Lg_t j_tuu e 2~-13 . ) 1-, 
LOn....,i tucle li 5- l3 --~ ;:> i ...... 11Ced ~.lasts of Jl1i iJ beG.l'iur; OS,)0 true , estLlPte<J 
~.L1~1 e 011 bou 500 ,c., :-ct un \.~esterl~- cc..ur· .Je , esti 1atcd r:.:1~e 20 , 000 
yards , s.:peeu 10 .:<..L1ots . -'~pe si 1i1a1· to ...) _..L_._~ : · ~~.t . r~5o of "c7c: .. _p3.neJe 
:.:ercllan t .3:li ;..,s . " ~ . .::tel e t!. J lJl'Ou ch ::' i red t .o tol~i) euoo s .:i th o_le 1 it . 
_:.t 0 81;.7 u~_ile . -.:.~. inw u.1)]L'Ot.~Cli on o.'>l- ve tar~et- s ic.;;~ited :; J D, 1 CL , 
and 1 ta.~.1'- : _ about three p o i n t s on the :)Ort bovr. _'t 0 53 · el")r.·iu...;s 
-,'.rer·e ~ s .lollov;s : - tL.e t 10 DL i _l l ine 342~ o tr· _..c.: , 8:.W 3~8° true , 
tanker 321 ° true . ::m_ e 9500 " .rd;:; ' rtllL, l e Oll bOVf closest DD C~0 
s Lc.rboa:cd , couJ. . .:;e ... beLt 0 ·oo true , speed a t le ast l r) l;:no t s . 1!0 

ar~)l'Oe,;,CL _ .... C:.e . -).J ' J .Tere OJ. .. ti1e 1_-:..:;u.:ti class , Cl.. .iC.d of the 
• . 1 -::U ... ~ c1::ts~ , and. t~.e ta.v:LeJ. ... -\Iss s i 1il ..... r to the ~"J:JS~l :_ .... ~l ty"""~ e 

n . - h t • If , 1-J..~ 0- 'c..l3..fJ-3.IL838 1 .ere 8.Jl .Jl.l.l}_)S • 

l80~- J3.-11U.al'Y 10 , :c4·- Hi.t .i.l e on coc.rse 120° ~l' llC i n L..l.ti tude 5- 47 3 
.__a i..v _ .. _;it t...de 118 - 55 ~ i,_)rted ::; "al l bteatler l>eJ.rin_; 225° true , 
"' ·,:rt._t.. 10000 :.ra rdd , .ort:1erly coLd' s e . -u c.._pp..:-o ~h ua.de . 3 t e3.!Jer 
could 110 t -o e i de1... t i _' i e d but Vlus ,.., ui t e sna.ll . 

v: J - J;:! : i u:?~ ry 1 2 , 19 ~- ~ \ :~1 il e on co u r 3 e 0 9 2 ° t 1 · u e ::...nd i n L 3. tit ud e 
? - 58 0 , .uoE0 i tuU.e 1 22- 21 :L s i zl1ted thr e e 3hi_)S in l'or11ation , be t ween 
:e~Cl._ and l and bear i UL 11 2° true . i:>Ubme:r~ed :L'or sound approa ch , 
b ut sound. Has unable to p ick them up s u"ffici ently uel.l to 1,1erit 
;irin~ torpedoes . 

0Lrl 9 - January 1 2 , 1942 , v.:h ile 011 course 092° true in Latitude 7- 56 J 
v..nd .uOHJ itude 122- 57 . 5 ...; s i , _ _)J.L,ed ship oeari n.._: dbout 094° true on 
cour~e 2670 tr~e , s1ee<llL o !_ade 3Ubner _;ed a.'_croacL. , .fired t .ro 
torped.o es , bot h :li b sed . J:: )8 of sh i p si.. .. 1i1ar- to .3~1~ Yv :._ ..... l 
,,-70 of " Japanese 1 :erchant ..:>Lips " . 

- 2-
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

.J,S176/S8 
J erial ( 3 ) 

UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEEl ' 
SUBMARINE DIVISION 203 

U. S. S. PERCH (SS1 '76) 

ADDHESS: ASIATIC STATION 

VlA: ~AN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 

1348- Dece.d-oer ·11 , 19L; 1 s i [;bted o·vvn ?3Y bear inc 200° true : di.s t ance 
abou t f ive mil es f l yinf'-s on a southeaster l y course . 

1310-Dec ~nber 21 , 1941 s i ehted scoutin; observation pl ane bearing 
0950 tr ~e , distance abo ut 2000 yards, altitude about 500 fee t , 
lleadine; on a westerly course . 

OS07 - Dece11ber 23 , 1941 , sj~Lted s coutinb observation pl ane ve r j 
1111Cb. like crui ser p l anes , bearing 070° true , ~1eadinb 2800 true , 
ran~e 5000- 6000 yards . ~ltitude 500 feet . 

1414- Dec :::rtlber 26 , 1941 sist1ted crui ser observation p1a11e on port 
bow on opposite cour·se . 

1042- December 27 , 1941 si tJhted cruiser p l ane bearin6 2350 true on 
starboard quarter headinb towar ds PERC.!.J. . 

1123-Januar~r 1 6 , 19h.2 , whil e on the surface i n Lat itude ll-43 S , 
and Longit ude 12R- 34 E sighted a pl ane dead ahead a t a rang e of 
about 10 , GOO ya r ds flyin~~ low to ·~lards us . TiL•te was not t aken to 
try to i dentify this plane . 
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UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET 
SUBMARINE DIVISION 203 

U. S. S. PERCH (SS176) 

A DDRES8: ASIATIC ST A.TlON 

V IA: :SAN FRANCISCO, CALlF. 

- , _j c r ..) -) .71 L r ,tJ .i!Al.\. 1~ . .. ~\. 1 _\.1 rtL -

G P
( ·'ITiv T ( 1 .. { mT ~ c· \ . \ '-:1 I (' l DJ" IJC IT ~ ,.) ••• , [ 

1 
j -

1 ,co -- vv -" u l.' -~.a.1 .,- 1 ~ 1 u J ..-. - v .!J , .~L . __ ... - .... .;L_ \. ,Jj .LU_I...:.. .c;.~..KJ ..... a:> 
t,l i J 4'D :·PTI OD I I li, t'IUil G -l)f IT'"] r r H' ' I'' - ,...J 01 ~ ~ .,rc L 11 

'jf { f"''(U1) . 'i' .!: .1.\.J-J ) l '• - .t.:.t • v.... -'- ~ ~ · ) V-.1. V- -• J..a. ) .l..Ll.- - ... 1. ,\.. f .1!.t ) J~ • .l!t..., _ V\... .. 1.\ U...;J 

'rD ' 1..t- r i'D T 'lL Ll (_q, i11TI')I1\T(I 'P""' 1,'J) u-~~-i~l) Ii' '1'fY' r r ll ji,,.,.Ln -.d-1. U .l!JJ.!I ~~ I .J.!J \...J.: .!: :\. .l.'h..:r ' 0 ~1. .... :.1.. ..__,,..u .-,; • :.J , 1 .J... 1...J ' \....!J....) \...J .LI-J e 

ii1tdT .A:I'TAC1\ --Lat i tude 21- 18 . 6 N, Longi tude 115- 16 . 5 E . 
iOU.d. toroedoes f ired--he ~!.I'r..:> :!I GLT ..)'URF-~0~ .. 
LonGitudinal spr ead 
Points of a i Pl--300 ' fwd 1I/i' 

1 00 ' fw·d : ~UT 
100 ' aft .~._CT / 
300 ' aft:_ -T 

Track anc;le--1440 sta r board 1tanl;e 2000 yards 
;.!:ner1y course-- - 3000 true Ge11era. t ed rane;;e 2200 yards 
~neElY speed- --15 :i:Ulots Gyro ant;l e 028 
Bpread used ?00 feet Pcrj scope ~ngle 13 
Depth settinG--- 2) .teet . 
'ri_,e of f irin__; was as i'oll ovvs : 20- 10- ?.0 , 20- 10- 25 , 

20- 10- ;0 , and. 20 - 11- 1 5 ; ovvn shi ps course v1as 
respect ively a s f oll ows : 2)) , 235 , 234~ ancl 235~ . 

D ... ~rl1:~- - - Dec e1ab er 2 5 , 19 41 . 

d~C l~D A'.2T.b..Ch.--:Wat itude 21- l o 1J , Lonb i tude 115- 26 . 5 ~ . 
T.;O torpedoes ..lir ed--, iu l:I T0 D".tLIGlri, 3UBl.=:!aGED 
LonGitudinal spread 
Po i nts OJ.' a i n --- ( 1 ) f\1d king pos t s 

(2) aft k ing uosts 
TiL1.Ci:).. .:-.~. ~GLE- - -1080 port 
Enemy course--- 080° 
Enemy speed---1 2 knots( beli e v ed t o 11ave been grea ter) . 
Spread us0d---200 feet 
Dept h setting 25 feet 
Tin1e of f i r in~ was as foll orrs : 09 - 48- .30 and 09- 1,.8 - 40 
Ovm course 150° t r ue . .t\an, ·e 2000 yards . Gyro ant~le 002 
Peri s cope angl e 017 . GeneratGd r an.[;e 2200 yards . 
D ... l..T~-- -Dece .1be r 26 , 19 41 
(..for speed to cause ~.1iss .,;oul d huv e to be plus or· 
minus 3 knots ) . 

- 1 -
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UNITED STATES ASIATIC FLEET 
SUBMARINE DIVISION 203 

U. S. S. PERCH (SS176) 

ADDltESS: ASIATl1.' STATION 

V\A: f AN FRANCISCO. CALIF. 

• . )f'' T 1 1 1 ,_. I 
.l. .•.• u.\. V.l.- .. _ u.\. .1: _ . _J..\vJ..: -

_ __:.... _ _.:_:~;_~.r:....T::....:;..t 0_1\.:.;.;.- - I, at it ud e 2 2- 13 ... 6 l ~ , .1.m~ it ucl e 115 - 13 • 0 .& 
T .iO torpedoes 1' i r· ed --CliB 1:1'~ .J".l.l,I.:!ET- ~u 3i. l.J:.l.}.::D 

~on__;itudinal spread-- - 70 yards 
Points of ai1.1--- ( l) ~\16. boo!tls 

( ~ ) .\or' t bu or.1s 
·~rae:< a"1._;l e - -- 71 o starboard ,_--..ul _ e 50C yar<is 
~nem:y speed-- - 10 knots J.yro a11

0 1e 1820 ~neny course---231 ° true :rerLJco_pc an:;1e 17 J.. 
ilepth setting-- - - ?0 feet ~l"..t'..:Jl .-F.: 550 yards 
'i'i ue oi' l'irir.~ \\'~"as follmJs : CP - 31- 30 ~:...1d oo- }1- 40 
(Do not understand HhY second tor.l?~do 1.1issed) 
D .. rE---Dece11be.c 27 , 1941 · 

-~'l'T .. :..CL.- - :Uatitude 7- 56 3 , l...onsitude 
r~ •• 0 torpedoes f i red--HO i_I rru 

122- 57 . 5 ~ · ·1 ·- r"1 1u '"' . .,..- · ) c·., 1. -..rr... ... :::> b~ _.....u. -~ J 
{ '·1 P , I "'Cr.p-w- cc·-r.,n " . _...... 0 v .J;..I .. .J.. 

Lon~itudinal spread 
!.;oint~ of ai.rn--- ( l) smoke .st9..cl 

(,) stern or 3l1ip 

Track angle (l) 1100 
(2) 120° 

~ne1 ry 0ourse 2u7° true 
.&ner y ~peed---14 Lrtots 
3pread uaed- --150 ~eet 
Depti1 s ett ·. ub-- - .20 feet 
ri'iue oi' .1."irin.g vJ&S 3.S foll0'\ . .3 ~ 
Civlf!l shi:P.J course 1600 true 
.0 .. 1J~i;----Janue.ry 1 2 , 1942• 

- 2-
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"l.) 1~_}c - · - i -
.... .l.!!n. -- l.i-ut j:J- - 'l.ii. v .L - l 

H o - T y· .J ~ ,-
- _.1 -~·- .. U ... l l. D "' , .I . \ _.l..i .L \..... .... \ 

ADDRESS: AS IATH' STATION 

VIA: !--AN FRANCISCO. CALI F . 

U1l .Oecei,lber 27 , J 941: at vvhiclt ti1.1e tLe =>ercL ·.;as C:epth chart;ed 
tr1ere was no indication ti1at these attackinu destroyers had 
echo rangi ng equipment or durin._: the entire day no p inGi nc;:; v1as 
heard , however , until we \rere forced down it appeared that tl.:.e 
.UD ' s \lere s·.1eepint:: the area at about 15 ... nots, vThich inclicates 
that t:1ey are capabl e cd ... liste .. 1in;::; at : .. L ;l... S)eeds . c.n this 
lccas i o.~.l t:e :terct re.3ted on the botto'1 i n 170 .1.\~t~t. o .... "' ,,., .. te.1· t. .. 1c 
:c ed all "'J.aci inery exce)t t e 50Urld :·._otor t.Jenc.cator . 

_ ... t 1345 01.1. Dece~.1be1: 27 : 1 91..1 , vrllile on COUl."...;e 120° true , 
}ercll ·.hiS picl~e~ up b~ a see..rcl.~. l i cht , subr.ter0 ed r,o 1 00 feet 
and clJ.an ,:Sed course to ::.eft to 1 200 true . . 1o.t 1856 souud p icked 
u.p ~-'rcpellers bearin~ 251° rel~tive . ?ropell ers sounded l i~e 

J.. 
s~.~on -

a D.O .. .._ . .0 ..i. ~~ /_....;:) .J_ ...... !~l.~J. ...... ..£....J L.:i.: ::eLJ.:' ui.U~ . :::>tJ.rt ed chan€_~ inc 
coul .. se to :i. .. i .:.) t o _ .. t 1901 steadi ed on 170° true . Bearin~s of 
prope l lers still dra·,·;in~ ahea6. and at 1904 started clJ.anginc; course 
to the right again . ...1.t 191 5 steadi ed on course 2350 true : 
repeller noises faded ont . l~o p i nging vvas heard . 

un January 3, 1942 at 1023 uhi le on course 180° true sound 
picked up p i nc;in-.J oearinc; 200 rel a tive . :Oattle stations , ri f;.: ed 
.lor dept:1 cl1arce att~ ch . _,roL t i ... is ti1.1e until 1102 tl e p in; ir.6 
cuntinued . J.)ropellcr b w~re i. ... eaJ."'d. ulan.~ tii.1es . Tr i ed to sllal<e 
l...ir.J. O.J."'f by uor!-(in._; to \';est·.larC: s but was una ·ol e to do it . .ient 
to 220 feet . ~very r10\l and t~1en both pr opeller noise and p i ng ng 
·;1o uld stop , a t which time I v1ould stop . ;iten he would speed U! and 
co1J.e i n on a fa irly constant bearing 1 vvould run at l1i bh speed , 
chanse co urse aud s t op . ~'inallr I wor}~ljd tl...rOl1Jh s ~. :ti1 around -co 
east and c..t 1102 hea .. :ll tlle l ast pine; or propeller no i se . .nt least 
t.Jice ciurint; t h i s pe1·iod he passed very close t o us o 
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P_Qt01"1 ~Lll1 P_ T.d.OL - I 

I J D-, -;,- c n1 ·m c ~-- ..... n,-:-_., o"-1 - - L .. ~ .rt ..!.!lJ -..J .t u . U ~ ... w U _ ·l..l.d • ..L..:!i u • 

_ t 13 50 Dece1nber 13 , 1941 lost pow·er on }2. periscope . 
Discovered full ground in lovrer l imit sv·ritch . ...-t- 1515 
compl eted te:nporery repairs • 

I I ll 

. 1t 081 2 :Uec ~.1ber 16 , 1941 t he coup ling set screw on ster n 
p l anes caue loose . dhif't ed to !1and po-~·ier on stern pl anes . 0821 
couplin~ repaire'i C:J.nd shi:t"' ted bacl\. to p o"iJver oper a tion of stern 
pl anes . 

!.t 02 50 Dece11ber 20 , 1941 cora:.o l eted t housand hour overhaul 
on ?2 Lain engine . This ov erhaul \las started prior t o the 
cor.I.dencedent o~ t Le patro l . 

un Dece~~1be r 22 , 1941 upon d iving comm.enc ed rene-ving all 
crank p i n bearings on .rl tna in ent; ine as the bearine; neta l 
·-ras r"'lak i n6 badl y . The en2;ine Ylas a l ,Nays ready to run on surfac­
ing at ni ght 6 On Dece.!J. ber 24tll completed rene·vval of all conn rod 
bearin.::;s on t h i s en0 ine . 

~t 1321 Decru1ber 24 , 1941 scored journal ;3 mai n en~ine ~2 
Cl"' an.1:~') in . .l)ept i, 01."' scorin.:.: d.'uout 3/3" of1."' didiJ.e t er . CO. li!lenc ed 
renewin~ i.1board bank ~rit h ne~.~ conn rod bearings and outboard 
bank wi t L. the bes t used be ~ ri t_:s sa 1 va _,l from other engines • 
. ,~3 .. .1ain e11blne .rork compl et'"' r1 en d. He engine uas r eady to oper -3. te 
on 14 units fol"' eue r ..:ency vJork on sur:t.-.a cin :_: the eveni n._; of 
.Uece . . o~..~l .. 29 , 1941 . 

Ln 0ece_ .. u er 25 , 1941 co!_l8llced rene,;in -: crank tearin ~s on )4 
Llti iJ.l eubi ne . Ead i nt ended re11evvint; tLose on )3 :Cir s t , but t ite 
journc...l s cored be.Lore t h i ~ ;·ra s p ossi b l e . Conp l e t ed rene·dc;.l of 
l:e~ri .~.1..;s on )4 Il...1.in e:1£., ine on Decer.1b er 27tho 

. t 0005 Dec e ."ber 2 ·1 , lS41 sto~Jped )1 i 1 eng ·Lne because o.: 
_ cul i ar no ise . ..fter end of inbo::-tr·a r·o~ o ·· of bloVJer i'otu1d 

HTl. ueu"' on a!"'t-.eT' Ana"' ol a t e L 0 • - 1 e to J' ~ c l.:_·· 81.1..._,( 'l. r,o on ~r . ,~ _ v _ ... • • .... '-' .j .J... .. .._._ ,1.1 .1..1v v -- . -
..2::te1.1t o i' JC .... .l3.'-JC ... 10 c ".,.c t J eJc..er.u ined • 

.. . t 2320 Dece.1'Jer 28 , 19'~-1 r_ i:ed .~~~ .[)f;l'i Jcope :or test o!' 
upper· li_it s-litc:i • .::- ~_e 2-i.lit s~\' itc\ fd iled to oper.tA ..... .~.dl. ti.Le 
.e::iscooe ·_v .:. stin~ Co.. l es pa.:.:·tvc .. \1~1e11 t.ile perl..}cor>e : e .... c:l~d it.:;) 

upper po~~ .:. tjOll . ?eri sco~e tLen Ol'o:')Gd to "nur'f'e:.."' on h._.el . Tl~e 

- 1-
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C 
- . } . 

.1. .i!J_ . 1. . _ _._... ... ..... _\vL - l 

I J t .; _j 1 
I '""' i I 

- - • • J.. ..... v-1. ....JJ.; ....JV ... ...J . ..... . JJ 
I • )l l ' 

v. _,..) '-' _.LJ - ....~..; • 

periscope ·wd.B rai.J cd. b.~ t1J.e use of cL.ain f· .... ll . ..: ·:1nd it ·.lhJ found tl.1a t 
the optiCS ana I'-.411 ,->C; fi. "'1d<;::r 3. t t& C i. ..... lent } \overe df:U1ta_:0d • rfotal e;~t 8Jl t 
OJ.' Ju.k .. ._..e could ~10t l.G detff'J. \ined , but vfill l·..::<~Ui i'e 1'€111J.Ce tl ellt by 
te11cler . 1~o leal-..s cou.lc.l be .Lo u.nd in per i scope v,ellc 

\.Jl'l Dece 11Jer 30 ' 1941 co .Llenced 1:eneHbl 0.~ ffi<... ill anc. CO i'..nrod 
bearinws .,·l a.uxiliary ~r ~ine \iHicl1 ~u.cid rur: 27:; J ~CJLU:'s ·:.ritLout 
overhaul . :Oearinws •rere ·.rorn but no netal L3.d .. r'\ l a_:ed out . .~~4 ma·i n 
bea1:in~ on thi s en~ine Na s an ori0inal i nBtallation . .lorl: \Ie..L 

cor1_pl eted and tl e eu_sine ·das ready to run on January 2 , 1942 o 

_.t 18~.r~ January 1-t- , 1942 U_)Oll startin~ ~~~2 ~.1- in en_:i ne tl1.e 
\later pressur·e could JlOt ·L)e buil t up . 'i'.couble Jc..s eve_.~.tually 
in t l.Le head to 1 in e1· ~~h.::>L. et o:L ,1:13 unit . ..tene :.Jed ._;asket . ·1. t 
eniine ·Has a__:ain ru.Hn in1; . 

.L're..Jl~ 

.1.·ound 

.')1L.O .,. . 

c,n J...t.nuary 10 , 191 .. 2 •.lhile runninG )2 en:;ine , fresl1 water 
l_)ressure fell off and encirlf~ coul d not be run at :1ore t han 500 
ll.. .'l and. ::it ill Yrte.. int:J.in .Lresh water pressure . During dive i nsuff­
icier t seat i nb surface l'or head to l i ner ._)asket be tween cylinder 
space and water _port ., ,c..!.s found on .;~13 on u o..L1uary lJ. .. , 1942 . 

c.n JuHuary 13 , lSLr2 st9.rboard prop~ller shaft COLJ.!.lenced. r1.a.kinc; 
a sort o~ rasp ine; 11o i se as ir' so11etitin~ \las iJrron~ a ro und tlle strut 
bearing . ..~~. educed J.{P:i.._ on starboard shaft anc1 increased .tr:e:.L on port 
shaft . un January 1 5, 19/t-2 coumenced operatinc;; both shaft s again 
a t sane speed . The r asp i ng 11o ise vras no ilont:;er heard . 

At 0853 January 16 , 1942 seized p iston ,;s unit on ;,~2 raa in 
engine . Piston seized at top of stroke and brolce a.cro ss wrist 
p i n- bosses ~ Bottom of line coopletely br oken off belovv water 
jacket space . No damage t o conn rod or bearings . .rteplacement.s 
made ,•i i th new liner a nd nevv piston durin~ subsequent d ive . ::Cn{;ine 
ready to run on surfacin~ tlllit nigl1t but at low loads (400 K:) until 
new rings and piston becaue !lorn to l i ner . 
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Du.r in~; th0 l.' ir;Jt tNo O..r.J~- 0.1.· tLle :90.tro l t~ e CL.ie:t's o · 3dct Lens 
vve r e _;i ven tJLorou_:it instruct iofl J e.s d i v Ln~ oi'fj ce:..·.; , and 1) er ~·o-r ted 
i n th·t't capacit y- du r ine:; t'Je J.emainder of 't} IG pat''G l . T', 8ir rerforln­
<...t.HU0 in thi .:> capa city ·JJ.:3 cred i ta.bl e , J.HC1 t1 cy bc CJ.J lG quite "1J:' O~ -
i c i ent in divin~ an(_~ tTi. L 1i..tv t1.e boat o Thi s lef't t\1e o.Lfi.cer of t ~1e 
,,r:..,t<. · ~.·r·t:Je to ;3t. .. d1d pcri.:>cooe .. •,.4tclt , i ns t e.J.d uf l'f> ... Ll i.J..i ":l. t . .1o office ts 
to be on '~rat cl t \\rlL i le run,llnL u.'t 11eri JcorJo de1)t·. . Cn sishti11 ...) e:ly" 
sl i. ·p i nc.· , d:l:, u:;.· 1 iuht , thw ~e JlO I'al a l di'l•· \!S.S ,ounc.ed ;:'or· •' b ..tt t l c 
3t::....tiuL3u and t L.e reuul.:..r u i.v in~ ol."'ficer tooL uVvs.· the .:>t c;..., tio

1
1 . I t 

i .;; uel i ev erl tLat CJ.rl - intell i ..... ent subr.ari11e Cl ief ... t ~ " '-- ~ .:'ic ..,r 0.1..' 

-cl ~e Toryed.o , ._ _vi_cl~ i n i st , or j}!l e c t:r i ci an ra.t ln._. ca1 .. ·~.E. t "c:.in0d. i21to a 
conpet ent d_ i vin0 o.z'f i. cer . 

I.upul se t aLk pressures .. uere kept bLtilt up ..:it all t.L11es . 
1'orpedo tubes Y1e1· e no t f l ooded a t n i t;ht . I 'lnea i a tel y upon si._;htin__; 
:::ltiJ:lp.~n~ a t n i t;llt , t i1e _;<.;neral a l :::ti'' l was ::;ouncled a!l(L witl10ut Lur tte r 
v1ord t '.VO t or pedo tubes forvrarcl vrere Hla d e ready. I f a.dd i tional t ubes 
\;ere d e s i red DL1.de r eady .~ro rd Has pas s ed over tl1e battle phones . I .L 
tubes ·were raade ready a11d not i' i red , t he] ·~Jiere subs~quently exallli ned 
one a. t a ~irne for f l ood ~d after boo i es and L.yro Jots . ·.Ti t ll the 
tubed J.lOt l' l oo<led , but \Tit:n inpul se pre.:>sures bui lt up , the t1~ro tubes 
coul d be ~ott en ready by t~ie tir.1e t~1e Cantai n could estimate the 
s ituat i on and position tLe sl1i p f or a sL.ot o 

Cu_unu.ni cat i ons 

Perch experi enced ve r y little d i .l.L ic ulty l~ ettint; n essages tbrough o 
dhil e i n t he lormosa und liong h.onc a r eas FPG f adetl l a te a t n i ght on 
variou s n i ghts until it becar11e i mpos sibl e to copy t hen1, y et f or a 
f ew hours after surfacing t he s i gnal s came in ~Nell . The opera tors 
on iTPO vvere consi dered n1ore profi c i ent by Perch r a dioruen than t hose 
on HtD or VrilJ . De co di ng requi red approx~ately six officer hours 
per day . No a ircraft contacts ·aere Ji'J.eard on t ile v e rtical antenna , 

~xhaust valves 

~n~ine exhaudt va lves __:av e consider abl e trouble . ·,;ith bad 
·Heat her a bout thr e e days i n ..;. row and no O!)l)ortwlity to g rind t ten 
in :L' r oLl tops i de , the drai n _p ll!.lP had t o be us ed on t he engi ne room 
bile.,es a bo ut t ·,•ic e an hour . ·.111en conditions Here such that it \ laS 

.lel t safe t o s end a nan on deck to g rind them i n , t l,e bilges . .rould 
not hav e to b e p umped ,wre t lian onc e a day , d.nd on s ome dd.YS not a t 

a llo 


































