


| From the Wardroom

Shipmates,

Looking at the date on the calendar, fall is here, but you
sure can' tell by the weather. Most everyone should be
back from their vacations, or trips out of the heat.

I do not have a lot to cover in this message, our Com-
mander will give us a full report on the Nationals at our
next meeting in October. From what | gather from both Ed
and Dave’s e-mail the turn out was not as great as
expected but it still was a great meeting. They both will
have plenty to tell at next meeting.

This newsletter is being brought to you thought the joint
efforts of both Chuck Emmett and Ramon Samson, who
is presently involved with moving from his old residence
to his new one. Chuck was kind enough to step up and
see that we all had a newsletter this month. Ramon’s
plate was just too full to get his moving done, and the
newsletter out at the same time also.

Things we need to be thinking about, New Officers for the
base, we need to get more shipmates involved along with
new blood that will keep us moving forward.

The Veterans Day Parade is not thatfss-off, we-have the -
float ready to go, Ed Brooks is working on improving our
speaker and music system, thanks again to Don
Wanamakers gift to the Base of his entertainment center.
We are still fucking out, on storage with the float, by
getting free storage inside, while waiting for our cover. We
do need to get as many shipmates to turn out for this day
as possible.

Fraternally Yours,

Vice Commander
Glenn Herold
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No meeting was held in September, so there are no
minutes to report. Minutes will return with the No-
vember issue of your newsletter.

- Next Meeting:
Columbus Day, Saturday, Oct. 12

The First Navy Jack is comprised of 13 red and white
alfernating strips with rattlesnake superimposed.

From the Navy News Service

WASHINGTON (NNS) — The Secretary of the Navy, the
Honorable Gordon R. England, has ordered ali U.S. Navy
ships to fly the First Navy Jack in place of the Union Jack
for the duration of the global war on terrorism.

The First Navy Jack, which is commonly known as the
“Don’'t Tread On Me” flag because of the motto which
appears on it, consists of a moving rattlesnake on a field
of 13 horizontal red and white stripes.

From 1975-76, the First Navy Jack was flown by all Navy
ships in the fleet for only the second time since the '
American Revolution as a historical reminder of country’s
Bicenntenial celebration. Then, in 1977, the Secretary

_directed that only the oldest active ship in commission

would have the honor of flying the Jack. Today, that honor
that belongs to USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63), which was
commissioned April 29, 1961.

All Navy ships and craft authorized to fly the First Navy
Jack will receive four flags each through a special
distribution. For deployed ships, the flags have already
been mailed to the appropriate Fleet Post Office address.
Flags have been hand delivered by representatives of
Navy Supply Systems Command’s (NAVSUP) Logistics
Support Centers to all other ships starting Aug. 30.
Deliveries are expected to be completed by the second
week of September.

CALL TO ACTION

A Submarine CO’s Account of the First Hours of the War on
Terror
by CDR Scott Bawden, USN

“For they had learned that true safety was to be found in
long previous training, and not in eloquent exhortations
uftered when they were going into action.”

- Thucydides (History of the Peloponnesian War, ca. 400 B.C)

‘When EM2 Jenkins reported on board USS Providence

(SSN-719), he looked me in the eye and said, “Captain, |






New Subs to Use Surface
Ship Fire Control

Converted Tridents to go fo sea in
2007

By Robert A. Hamilton

Groton - The converted Trident submarines that go to
seain 2007 with 154 conventional missiles will bring a
piece of the surface Navy beneath the waves.

Submarines today are equipped with weapons control
systems that are strained when firing 16 missiles - 12
from vertical launch tubes and four from the torpedo
tubes - so the converted Tridents, to be known as
SSGNs, will carry the Tactical Tomahawk Weapons
Control System developed for destroyers and cruisers.

Even those systems can manage only 128 missiles,
said Capt. Brian Wegner, the SSGN program manager,
but it will only require a software modification to adapt it
for SSGN use, and it will save millions of dollars over
developing a submarine-specific weapons control
system.

- "We're just tacking on a couple moresets,” Wegner
said during the Friday luncheon meeting of the Naval
Submarine League at the U.S. Submarine Veterans
clubhouse.

The Navy plan to convert ballistic missile submarines to
fire conventional cruise missiles will enable a Trident to
head to sea with as many land attack cruise missiles as
are normally carried by a complete battle group,
Wegner said.

The Ohio, the first of the four to be converted, will begin
its refueling overhaul about Nov. 15, and the conversion
of its missile compartment about 14 months later. The
process will be finished in 2006 and it will deploy for the
first time the following year.

A test firing of two missiles will take place in January off
the USS Florida, as well as a test deployment of a large
unmanned underwater vehicle that will be sentona
200-mile simulated mission, to test the intelligence-
gathering capability of the SSGN.

The project has moved forward with exceptional speed
compared to most military procurement programs,
Wegner said. Just 18 months ago, it was little more
than an idea, and today all four conversions are funded
and the design is taking shape at Electric Boat in
Groton.

Though the submarine force has considerable experi-
ence firing ballistic missiles off Tridents and conven-
tional missiles off the smaller Los Angeles-class
submarines, it will require extensive testing to make
sure that the conventional missiles can be fired safely
from Tridents, Wegner said.

There are significant differences in the flow of water
over the two hull

types, and the Tridents will undergo extensive
modifications. The missiles will be launched seven from
each tube, rather than one to a tube, which will change
the dynamics of a launch.

The tests will determine whether the changes will affect
a launch and whether debris from a launch might be
prone to fall back into the submarine, damaging the
propeller or other systems.

Wegner said the design also must take into account
that the Navy might want to use other types of missiles
in the tubes, such as the Army Tactical Missile or a
planned hypersonic missile that could reach mach 6.

“We're trying to maintain payload flexibility, so if you get
a new weapon to put on the ship, you don’t have to
spend a lot of money and two years to get the ship to
accept it,” Wegner said.

The SSGN will also house up to 66 commandoes, such
as Navy SEALs, Wegner said, giving them their own
areas for mission planning, physical training and
berthing.

Some of the missile tubes will be modified to have an
opening six inches wider than the standard 24-inch tube
to enable the SEALSs to store larger equipment on board
that could be deployed covertly, such as rubber raiding
craft, he said.










