




















she looks fat, she does but I won't tell her cos she will
get all upset and its not a pretty sight when she is crying
and her glasses all fog up and her nose gets all red and
her eyes all puff up and she reckons its *an allergy”,
Yeah and like I was born yesterday mum but that’s our
secret and you can‘t tell anyone ok, Why is it mums
think we don’t know when they get all upset just cos we
are boys. So I just go its ok mum, allergies happen
don’t they.’

‘My dad is my hero. He works on a respiratory
ward at the hospital Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. He is
doing some special job for a month. I love school. 1 like
to get to school but its hard to get up and down stairs. I
love art and computing and maths. I got an A for my
project in English assignment. It was a collage on the
themes of The Cay a book we read. Anyway not bad
huh. | have to go to bed. Remember that I love you and
please pray forme.

‘Love Your James xxx"

Chaplain’s (Very Teaty) Comments: Qod Bless You,
James, Thanks for keeping us abreast of James’ worid,
Glenn, keep up this wonderful work and keep us
informed. Anyone know where we can purchase an
assembled model submarine for about $100 (or less)
for us to send to James for Christmas? Any donations
once we find one?

John Clear, 180 Robin Lane, Port Ludiow, WA

298365 Phone 360-437-1143; e-mail:

sealbtdt@continet.com, has now made available four
new, totally viewable - not grainy, *Silent Service”
episodes that weren’t on our 1% run of the 13 grainy

ones (last year) ... these new stories are of the TAUTOQ,
BERQALL, TINOSA and ASPRO. Also included is atape
that was made for the Navy in 1940, titled *Submarines
at Sea”. This one has terrific footage including several
boats that were later lost in WWIL . .unbelievable scenes.
his cost of this 2 %2 hour VHS tape is only $20.00
(including shipping), which is the actual cost to produce
the tape. These tapes are part of our submarine heritage
and therefore are only being offered within the sub
community. So if you want to take advantage of this price,
send John Clear your payment in full for the quantity
you wish. The First and another film, also can be
purchased. John Clear is a guy who thinks and dreams
submarines.

Inferesting Dates in Qciober:

{8) 1871 - Great Chicago Fire kills 200;

{9) Columbus Day observed;

(12} Columbus Day (discovers America in 1492);

(12) 1775 - U.S. Navy formed;

(19) 1781 - Cornwallis surrenders at Yorktown

(21) 1797 - “Old Ironsides” (the USS Constitution)
launched (still on Active Duty);

(24) 1929 - “Black Thursday” - stocks fall;

(24) Daylight Savings Time Ends;

{(31) Halloween.

Mare on the KURSK:
Submitted by Glenn Herold:

Naval Intelligence circulated within that
Department. Unclassified press item. _

K-141 is down. The Kursk, an Antyey type 9490A
nuclear attack submarine was lost in the Barents Sea.
The Kursk, one of eight active Oscar 1l class submarines

was the pride of the Russian Navy and the leading
edge of the new Northem Fleet. Commissioned in
1995, the Kursk was the Northem Fleet’s most
powerful weapon. It made a high-profile voyage to the
Mediterranean in September 1898 and was due to
return later this year as part of a planned Russian
nuclear task group deployment to the Middle East.

The August Russian naval exercise in the
Barents Sea was designed to provide the West with
good reason to remember the Kursk. Reports now
show the exercise was intended to showcase the
Kursk as she performed hertwo primary roles, killing
American carriers and submarines. The Russian Navy
exercise also drew a small crowd of interested
observers in the form of two U.S. Los Angeles attack
submarines Joitering in the shallow polar sea over 50
miles from the Kursk. That fateful moming the Kursk
reportedly completed a successful firing of her main
killer, the Chelomey Qranit missile, NATO code-
named SS-N-19 Shipwreck.

The Kursk and her sister boats carry 24
Shipwreck missiles. The missiles are stored on each
side of the huge submarine in banks of 12, hidden
between the layers of the boat’s thick twin hull skin.
The Shipwreck missiles are stored in launching tubes
external to the inner pressure hull where the 118 crew
members worked and lived. The Shipwreck missile
fired by the Kursk that Saturday morning contained a
1,600-pound conventional warhead. It reportedly
scored a direct hit against a Russian hulk target over
200 miles away. The Shipwreck is intended to strike
U.S. carriers but can also be targeted against U.S. cities.
Russian naval sources indicate that the Shipwreck
missile can be armed with an H-bomb warhead equal
to one hailf million tons of TNT, more than encugh to
flatten Los Angeles or New York City.

That fateful August Saturday, in the dim
aftemoon light of the artic summer sun, the Kursk
began her last performance, the simulated destruction
of a U.S. submarine using the 100-RU Veder missile.
The Veder, NATO code-named SS-N-16A Stallion, is a
rocket-boosted torpedo. The Stallion is launched from
the huge 26-inch diameter torpedo tubes installed on
each Oscar Il class submarine. The Stallion is so secret
that no picture of the weapon has ever been published.
The Stallion is fired from the submarine’s torpedo tube
but flies like a missile. The Stallion rocket booster
ignites underwater once the weapon is clear of the
submarine, sending the missile to the surface. The
missile then flies to the target under rocket power
where it finally ejects a lightweight torpedo at
supersonic speed. The minitorpedo then uses its own
little parachute, slowing to drop gently into the water
directly above the target. The mini-torpedo then
homes in on the target submarine for the final kill.
The conventional Stallion fired by the Kursk was armed
with a mini-220 pound explosive warhead. Jane’s
Defense reports that the missile can also be armed
with a mini-nuclear warhead equal to 200,000 tons of
THT.

According to Jane's, the last moments of the
Kursk were recorded as she prepared to fire the
Stallion. Seismologists in Norway told Jane’s that a
monitoring station registered two explosions at the
time the Kursk sank. The first registered 1.5 on the
Richter scale. A second, stronger explosion
measuring 3.5 on the Richter scale equivalent to one
or two tons of TNT was recorded just over two minutes







disaster was a collision with a foreign submarine.

The Russians have produced no evidence to

back this claim, however, and Sergeyev also admitted
it was difficult to say what time the accident occurred,
because the exercise involved maintaining radio
silence for extended periods.
Western experts have almost unanimously rejected the
Russian version. A collision certainly could not account
for the explosions detected by a Norwegian seismic
institute at 11:28 a.m. and 11:39 a.m. Russian tirne (0728
and 0729 GMT) on August 12, the second of which
registered 3.5 on the Richter scale. This was the single
most powerful explosion we have ever registered in
this area, said Frode Ringdair, a scientific advisor to the
institute. Neither would a collision have caused such
devastating damage so quickly. Underwater footage
gathered by Russian rescue teams days after the
accident indicated that a massive force had ripped open
the Kursk’s entire front section, including the control
room. Lyachin, 45, and his closest aides probably died
immediately.

Anthony Watts, editor of Jane’s Underwater
Warfare Systems, said Russian claims of a collision were
dis-information. There are 10 watertight compartments
in that class of submarine. It can withstand flooding of
two or three compartments and remain afloat. Further
reason to pin the blame on exploding munitions was
the fact that the Kursk's periscope was extended,
indicating that it was at periscope depth when the
accident happened - the correct depth for launching a
torpedo. It now also seems certain that nobody on the
submarine survived longer than 60 hours, because no
watertight compartments remained intact. The Russians
backtracked on early claims that tapping on the hull
had continued for four days after the accident. They
now admit the last sign of life was two days earlier, on
August 14, The messages were , SOS, Water. Even that
claim has not been confirmed. Without doubt, the
Russians are hiding a terrible secret. Norwegian officials
said last week that their divers had been refused
permission to go anywhere near the front of the boat
and were given firm instructions to keep away from the
damaged area. Perhaps even more surprising, though,
is how little American authorities have said about the
tragedy. An American submarine was close enough to
the naval exercises to detect the underwater explosions.
Also patrolling nearby was the Loyal, a spy ship that
tows a sensitive sonar array. Both should have been
able to piece together the events that sunk the Kursk.
If they did, they are keeping quiet about it. The Cold
War lives on.

(Just Passing the Word) In 1984, Congress passed a bill
that established “The Military Retirement Fund”
administered by the Secretary of the Treasury. This
bill has been incorporated into US Code 10, Chapter
74, Sections 1461 - 1476. The following is extracted
from this code. In accordance with that code, funds are
available and furnished from the Treasury Department
to pay the complete Military Retirement obligation. DOD
need not ever appropriate additional funds for this
purpose. Since 1984 retired disabled veterans have
been required to forfeit their share of these appropriated
retirement funds dependent upon their degree of

disability, The forfeited funds are diverted for the
exclusive use of the Department of Defense to spend
in whatever way they desire. In effect this provides a
pool of money to support expenditures by the DOD on
non- budgeted items. The Department of Veterans
Affairs is required to appropriate money to pay the
service connected disablility awards to military retirees
without consideration for the amounts already
appropriated by the DOD, The VA does not receive any
of the appropriated moneys forfeited by disabled
military retirees,

This inequity is currently being addressed by
congress through the National Defense Authorization
Bill FY 2001 commiittee. They must decide whether to
go along with an already Senate-approved bill
authorizing concurrent pay for inclusion in the bill. In
1981 the Uniformed Services Disabled Retirees (USDR)
organization was founded with the sole objective of
eliminating this inequity. Through their efforts,
Congressman Bilirakus (R-FL), and with the support of
numerous fraternal organizations, Congress has been
lobbied annually to pass legislation that would provide
concurrent pay to disabled retirees. Each year these
efforts have produced an increase in the number of co-
sponsors on legislation that would allow this and this
year we have our best chance to date, However,
Defense Secretary Cohan is now trying to torpedo this
effort and has requested the committee not to approve
funding at this time for enhanced retirees benefits. If
the National Defense Authorization Bill commiittee fails
to include this in the bill to be forwarded to the
President, the USDR must continue as an organization
to camry on the fight for concurrent pay. We should know
by October 2000 if this happens. In the event Cohan is
successful and the committee does not go along with
the Senate bill, USDR will need all the support they can
get to continue their efforts. Retirees interested in
lending their support to this effort can contact Dan
Pettigrew LCDR, SC, USN (Ret) at: bookem®@hoe.kis.net,
check out: http://www.usdr.org or write USDR, PO Box
2841, South Bend, IN 46680. Lt. James
&quot;emo&quot; Tichacek USN (Ret) Director, Retiree
Activities Office & U.S. Embassy Warden Baguio City,
RP PSC 517 Box RCB, FPO AP 965217-1000 Tel: (63-74)
4458786 or 446-2087 to record msg. or FAX 1-801-760-
2430

A chicken and egg are lying in bed. The chicken
is smoking a cigarette, a satisfied smile on his face.
The egqq is frowning and looking a little ticked. After a
moment, the egg turns to the chicken and mutters,
“Well, I guess we finally answered that question.”

In getting underway from port, one
Commanding Officer always followed a predictable
pattern. He would approach his safe, open it, and
remove a slip of paper which would be kept in his hand
all the way down the channel. After which he would
open the safe again and deposit the slip of paper inside.
As this continued, speculation mounted on the bridge.
No one, however, could figure out what was written on
the slip of paper. As sometimes happens, the
Commanding Officer fell ill, and had to be removed to










