


The Perch Base USSVI cannot support itself financially on the dues collected from its members.
There have been no successful and ongoing plan since the base was formed to produce any
other steady and effective source of income. Therefore, the Base has relied on charitable cash
donations from members -- usually given at membership renewal -- for its survival. Listed below
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are those charitable givers, known as the Booster Club.

2005 Booster Club
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Fr'o 1'e War'doom

Dear Shipmates,

Our annual picnic was a big success and a most festive occasion. For those of you who couldn’t attend, you really missed
out. We had a perfect day, a good turnout with many shipmates and good friends and a good time was had by all. The
best part was the feast that was put on by our Vice Commander, Stan Reinhold. My hat is off to Stan and he deserves a big
time Bravo Zulu for his contribution. We had hot dogs, burgers, chicken, brats, chili, beans, pasta salad, cole slaw...umm,
umm, ummmm. | could go on but | think you get the message. Stan, on behalf of all who attended, many many thanks, and
let me be the first to extend you an invitation to attend next year’s gala event! This brings me to the next issue.

On April 20, 2005 we had the first regular meeting of the Short Range/Long Range Planning Committee. Our Treasurer,
Jim Denzien, was nominated, approved by the committee and accepted the Committee Chair position. In addition to
preliminary planning for next year’s picnic, we had discussions on this year’s holiday activities, fund raising issues and
preliminary planning for a Submarine Ball in April 2007 to be held in conjunction with the Submarine Anniversary. It is
important for you to remember that Perch Base is your base and | want to encourage all hands to bring your ideas for
future activities to the table for discussion. We plan on meeting quarterly.

Next I'm sorry to have to report that due to lack of interest, we will not be participating in the Yarnell Daze celebration on 21
May. There were only nine members that expressed any interest in participating and of those only six were firm commit-
ments. Maybe next year. For those of you who would still like to participate in the Yarnell event, by all means, feel free todo
so. We will have a short meeting at the American Legion Post #62 on our normal meeting day of 21 May 2005.

Last | wantto encourage all hands to attend the Memorial Day Service at the National Veteran’s Cemetery of Arizona. See
the announcement on page 6 of this newsletter. | sincerely hope this will be a service that will be meaningful to all of you
and your families. Unfortunately, on this 60" anniversary of a major historic victory, VE Day (May 8), we continue to
receive daily reminders of the tragic losses of our young men and women who continue to faithfully serve on foreign soil
protecting the freedom of the Iragi people as well as our freedom and democratic way of life. We need to honor them and
those who have fallen before. | lock forward to seeing you at the Memorial Day Service.

Fraternaily,
Tim Moore, commander, Perch Base USSVI

The regular monthly meeting of the members of the Arizona Submarine Veterans Perch Base was convened at the
American Legion Post #62 Peoria, AZ at 1300 hours, 16 April 2005. The meeting was called to order by the Base
Commander — Tim Moore.

Shipmate Joe Bernard led the members in a prayer of Invocation. The members were then led in the “Pledge of Alle-
giance” followed by a reading of the “Purpose of the Organi-

; N & zation®, Dedication, a Moment of Silence for our departed
@ ' BBBE shipmates and the “Tolling of the Boats” ceremony for sub-

TERMIDER' wl marines lost during the month of April.
e According to the sailing list, there were 28 persons at the
meeting. Guest Shipmates George Debo and Don Masoero
(Members of the Seattle Base) were introduced and wel-
fe g P OF comed by the members.
» Paul Peaty A motion was made and seconded that the minutes from the
’gg}gaﬁﬁa 65785 Fax §§§§§ gﬁggﬁ? March meeting be approved as published in the Base News-

License # 8319 letter “The Midwatch.” The motion carried by voice vote.

Treasurer, Jim Denzien, reported the Base’s financial status
as of the first day of April, 2005.

A motion was made and seconded to accept the Treasurer’s report as read. The motion carried by unanimous voice vote.
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District Commanders needed — one of which would be the Commander for the Arizona District. Members should be
thinking of good candidates for the position.

50/50 DRAWING

The 50/50 drawing was held and the winner was Ray Samson. Ray donated a portion of the money to the US Submarine
Veteran’s — Charitable Foundation’s Scholarship Fund.

ADJOURNMENT

All the outstanding business being concluded, it was moved and seconded that the meeting of the Arizona Submarine
Veterans - Perch Base be adjourned. The motion carried by voice vote.

The closing prayer was offered by Joe Bernard and the meeting was adjourned at 1350 hours.
Signed: Edgar T. Brooks, Base Secretary

The Memorial Day Service will be held again this year at the Na-
tional Veteran’s Cemetery of Arizona, 23029 North Cave Creek
Road (entrance is off of Pinnacle Peak Road) Phoenix, on Mon-
day, 30 May 2005, at 0800 hours. The Arizona Submarine Veter-
ans — Perch Base will be participating in the wreath laying cer-
emony again this year. It is suggested that all members attending
the service be at the cemetery by 0730 hours. There will be a Bell
Tolling Ceremony conducted at the SVWWII Perch Memorial fol-
lowing the regular service at the cemetery. All hands are encour-
aged to attend both ceremonies with as many family members as
possible. This is an excellent opportunity to educate your chil-
dren, grandchildren and other family members of the sacrifices
made by so many brave Americans.

Tim Moore
Commander Perch Base USSVI
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Eternal Patrol

April 8, 1945

Editors Note: Less we forget, each month, one boat on eternal patrol will be
highlighted in this newsletter. Sailors, rest your oars.

The Final Patrol

Lord, this departed shipmate with dolphins on his chest is part
of an outfit known as the best.
Make him welcome and take him by the hand. You'll find
without a doubt he was the best in all the land.
So, heavenly Father add his name to the roll of our departed
shipmates still on patrol
Let them know that we who survive will always keep their
memories alive.

U.S.S. Lagato (8S-371)
85 men lost

LAGARTO, under CDR F.D. Latta, departed Subic
Bay, Philippine Islands, on April 12, 1945, for her
second patrol in the South China Sea. On April 27,
she was directed to the outer part of Siam Gulf.

LAGARTO contacted BAYA, already patrolling in Siam

Gulf on May 2, 1945, and exchanged calls with her

by SJ radar. Later that day BAYA sent LAGARTO a

contact report on a convoy she had contacted

consisting of one tanker, one auxiliary and two

e e oo destroyers. LAGARTO soenreported beingincontact

coocTiE “" with the convoy, and began coming in for an attack

with BAYA. However, the enemy escorts were

equipped with 10cm radar, and detected BAYA and drove her off with gunfire, whereupon the two submarines
decided to wait and plan a subsequent attack.

Early on the morning of May 3, 1945, LAGARTO and BAYA made a rendezvous and discussed plans. LAGARTO was
to dive on the convoy’s track to make a contact at 1400, while BAYA was to be ten to fifteen miles further along the
track. During the day, numerous contact reports were exchanged. At 0010 on May 4, after a prolonged but unsuccessful
attack, BAYA was finally driven off by the alert escorts,
and no further contact was ever made with LAGARTO.

Japanese information available now records an attack
on a U.S. submarine made by the minelayer HATSUTAKA,
believed to be one of the two radar-equipped escorts of
the convoy attacked. The attack was made in about 30
fathoms of water, and in view of the information presented
above, the attack here described must be presumed to
be the one which sank LAGARTO.

This vessel's first patrol was in the Nansei Shoto chain as
part of an anti-picket-boat sweep made by submarines to
aid Admiral Halsey’s Task Force 38 in getting carrier
planes to Japan undetected. She sank the Japanese
submarine RO-49 on February 24, 1945, and participated
in several surface gun attacks with HADDOCK and
SENNET. Two small vessels were sunk and two more damaged in those attacks, and LAGARTO shared credit for the
results with these submarines. Commander Latta had previously made seven patrols as Commanding Officer of
NARWHAL. Every patrol made by this officer was designated successful for the award of combat insignia, a record

surpassed by no commanding officer in the Submarine Force.
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