








From the Wardroom

Shipmates,

We are looking on the down side of 2004. We had a great
meeting in Snowflake: Jim Clewett and his wife Lorraine
were the best host and hostess anyone could ask for.

The turnout of our bunch from Perch Base was well repre-
sented. Jim and his fellow submariners from the White Moun-
tain area also had a good turn out. We met a number of
new shipmates that | would like to get to know better. Enough
to get a new Base started!

By the time you read this, they should have their new offic-
ers elected, and up and running. They plan to have their
next meeting at Dick Jarenski’s hanger, in Overgaard, AZ,
after the July 4 Parade (actually on Saturday July 3.) That
should not confuse you too much. Sunday is the fourth and
some groups prefer celebrations on other days of the week.

Everyone should have received my letter that out spelled
the base’s position on what is not to be in our newsletter. |
would like everyone to know that our newsletter editor took
this job on, with no instructions at all, as to what kind of input
could be used or not used in the newsletter. Chuck has
done an outstanding job with the newsletter, and has asked
for your input, at almost every meeting. If you find a item
somewhere that you believe would be of interested to our

base please send it on to Chuck, or call him and lat him-

know about it. Keep in mind that politically slanted material
of any position is “verboten.” We stand a good chance to
win the award for best newsletter for a base our size this
year.

(see “WARDROOM,” page 8)

June Meeting Minutes

The regular monthly meeting of the members of the Arizona
Submarine Veterans Perch Base was convened at the home
of Jim Clewett in Snowflake, Arizona on June 12", 2004.

The meeting was convened and called to order by Base
Commander— Glenn Herold at 1308 hours.

Ed Brooks led the members in a prayer of Invocation. The
members were then led in the “Pledge of Allegiance” fol-
lowed by a reading of the “Purpose of the Organization”,
Dedication, a Moment of Silence for our departed ship-
mates and the “Tolling of the Boats” ceremony for subma-
rines lost during the month of June.

According to the sailing list, there were 15 members and
numerous guests present at the meeting. Those present
welcomed the guests and new members— Shipmates Kelly
McLaughlin, Dick Garenski, William Castle and Frank Naglle.
Members also welcomed guests including Mrs. Jim Clewett,

Nancy Nelson, Karen Tilley, Mary Peters and Bernice and
Mr. Roberge.

The members also thanked Bernice Roberge for providing
a special cake for the noon meal.

A motion was made and seconded that the minutes from the
May meeting be approved as published in the Base News-
letter “The MidWatch.” The motion carried by voice vote.

The Treasurer Report of the Base financial status as of the
first day of June, 2004 was read by Ed Brooks.

Amotion was made and seconded to accept the Treasurer’s
report as read. The motion carried by unanimous voice
vote.

BREPORTS BY OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Base Vice Commander —Tim Moore did not attend the meet-
ing.
Base Chief of the Boat — Bob Gilmore announced that the

American Legion Post 62 will start construction of its new
facility on June 21%, barring any holdups.

Base Chaplain — Warner Doyle did not attend the meeting.
However, Glenn Herold informed the members that Ship-
mate Chuck Chapman was in the hospital and the members
were encouraged to visit Chuck at the Dell Webb Hospital in
Phoenix.

Membership Chairman —Ramon Samson did not attend the
meeting. -

Newsletter Editor — Chuck Emmett apologized for the late
mailing of the June “MidWatch” and explained the causes
for the delay.

OLD BUSINESS

Ed Brooks ~ Coordinator for the US Submarine Veteran’s
Charitable Foundation fund drive 2003/2004 reported on
the progress with raising funds.

Ed was also asked to report on the USSVI District 8 meet-
ing held May 14" and 15" in Denver Colorado. Ed de-
scribed the memorial service held at the Grayback memo-
rial and the results of the District Business Meeting.

Glenn Herold reminded everyone of the 2004 USSVI Na-
tional Convention being held 13 through 18 September in
Saratoga Springs, New York.

Glenn also described the Memorial Day Services held at the
National Cemetery in Phoenix and encouraged members to
attend the ceremony held there each year.

NEW BUSINESS

“Jim Clewett addressed the members and guests explaining

the plans to establish a new USSVI Base in Snowflake, AZ
area. Jim also indicated that he and others were running

(see “MINUTES, "next page)
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Eternal Patrol

July 4, 1944

Editors Note: Less we forget, each month, one boat on
eternal patrol will be highlighted in this newsletter.
Sailors, rest your oars.

U.S.S. S-28 (SS-133)
52 men lost

dp. 854 tons (surf.), 1062 tons (subm.); I. 219.2'; b. 21.7'; td. 200

s. 13k (surf.), 9k (subm.); a. 1-4/50",4-21" tt fwd.;
cpl. 4 officers - 34 enlisted men; cl. “S”

Keel laid by the Fore River Shipbuilding Company, Quincy, MA
16APR19;

Launched 20SEP22; Sponsored by Mrs. William R. Munroe;
Commissioned 13DEC23 with Lt Kemp C. Christian in command;
Lost after foundering on 4JUL44 off Hawali while operating with

USCGC RELIANCE

Following shakedown exercises off the southern New
England Coast, USS S-28 (SS-133) moved south in March
1924 to join SubDiv11, in the final exercises of that year's
winter maneuvers in the Caribbean. In April, she return
to New London with her division and commenced local
exercises which occupied the remainder of the year. With
the winter of 1925, she moved south again; transited the
Panama Canal; and, after the conclusion of Fleet Problem
V — conducted in the vicinity of Guadalupe Island —
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she arrived in the Hawaiian Islands for a month’s stay. in
June, she moved east, to San Diego, where her division
replaced another which had been transferred to the Asiatic
Fieet.

Into 1931, the submarine operated primarily off southern
California deploying for fleet problems in the Panama
Canal area in 1926 and 1929; for summer maneuvers in
Hawaiian waters in 1927 and 1930; and for regularly
scheduled overhaul periods at Mare Island Navy Yard
throughout the period.

She departed the west coast for Hawaii in mid-February
1931 and, on the 23rd, arrived at Pearl Harbor, whence
she operated for the next eight and one-half years. In
mid-1939, she was transferred back to San Diego, where
she was based until after the United States entered WWII.

On 7 December 1941, S-28, then a unit of SubDiv41,
was undergoing overhaul at Mare Island. On 22 January
1942, the work was completed, and she returned to San
Diego, where she resumed her prewar training activities
for the Underwater Sound Training School. She continued
that duty into the spring; then was ordered north, to the
Aleutians, to augment the defenses of that Alaskan island
chain which rimmed the north Pacific.

On 20 May, S-28, with other submarines of her division,
departed San Diego. Five days later, they topped off at
Port Angeles, then continued on toward the newly

- establishad submarine base at Duich Harbor, Unalagska.

On the 29th, however, as preparations were made to
minimize a two-pronged Japanese thrust against Midway
and the Aleutians, the S-boats were directed to proceed
to their stations, bypassing Dutch Harbor.

During a quickly extinguished fire in her port main motor
on the morning of 1 June, S-28 suffered minor damage.
That evening, she parted company with her sister ships
and their escort; and, the next day, she entered her
assigned area and commenced patrolling the approaches
to Cold Bay on the tip of the Alaskan Peninsula. On the
3rd, the Japanese bombed Dutch Harbor to open the war
in the Aleutians; and, within the week, they had occupied
Kiska and Attu. On the 12th, S-28 arrived at Dutch Harbor;
refueled; took on provisions; and headed west to resume
her War Patrol.

On the 15th, she crossed the 180th meridian; and, on the
17th, after a two-day storm, she sighted Kiska and set a
course to intercept enemy shipping between there and
Attu. On the 18th, she fired on her first enemy target, a
destroyer, and was in turn attacked. Eight hours later,
sounds of the destroyer’s search faded out to the south.
S-28 had survived her first encounter with Japanese anti-
submarine warfare tactics.

Poor weather soon returned and storms raged during
eighty percent of her remaining time on station. On the

(continued on next page)
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about 1500 yards and then steadily increased, as the
bearing drifted aft. Although sound contact was
temporarily lost by RELIANCE at 3000 yards, she picked
up the submarine again at 3200 yards. At 1820, with range
4700 yards, RELIANCE permanently lost sound on S-28.
At no time during the approach or the ensuing sound
search were distress signals from S-28 seen or heard,
nor was any sound heard which indicated an explosion
in S-28.

When, by 1830, S-28 had not surfaced or sent any
signals, RELIANCE retraced her course and tried to
establish communication with her. Although previous tests
had shown that no difficulty would be experienced in
exchanging messages by sound gear at ranges up to
2000 yards, RELIANCE was unable to contact S-28. The
Coast Guard vessel called in other vessels from Pearl
Harbor at 2000, and a thorough search of the area was
instituted, lasting until the afternoon of 6 July 1944. A
slick, which was unmistakably made by diesel oil, was
the only sign of S-28.

The Court of Inquiry which investigated the sinking
determined that S-28 sank shortly after 1820 on 4 July,
1944, in 1400 fathoms of water. Because of the depth of
the water, salvage operations were impossible. The Court
recorded its opinion that S-28 lost depth control “from
either a material casualty or an operating error of
personnel, or both, and that depth control was never
regained. The=xact causs of the loss of $-28 cannot be
determined.” The Court found, further, that, “the material
condition of S-28 was as good or better than that of other
boats of her class performing similar duty,” and that, “the
officers and crew on board S-28 at the time of her loss
were competent to operate the boat submerged in the
performance of her assigned duties.” It was stated that
the loss of S-28 was not caused by negligence or
inefficiency of any person or person.

S-28 was awarded one battle star for her services in
WWII.
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Chaplain’s

Column

Shipmate Howard Doyle’s mother is recovering from a
series of strokes, but doctors are very optimistic for a
near full recovery. To be able to give her care in her
rehabilitation, Howard has taken early retirement for his
Palo Verde job with APS.

Out thoughts and prayers are with you and your mother
mother, Howard.
Do you have know of any shipmate who's sick or
/ /i of a shipmate?
Contact the Base Chaplain, Howard Doyle:

(623) 935-3830
d-hdoyle@Pworldnet.att.net

(continued from “WARDROOM,” page 4)

The Parade in Overgaard and Heber went over with flying
colors. It was the biggest turn out that they have ever had.
Our float was one of he best; we had people saluting, cheer-
ing, and kissing us. That’s no lie on the kissing, ask me and
I will tell you more. We have some fine photos of the float
and the parade. Special thanks to Tug Boat Tilley, for bring-

ing the float up the hill as the wind was blowingdown the hill.

He said it was like pulling a sail backwards.

Although at the first meeting of the White Mountain Base,
they did not have enough people to elect their new officers,
| was able to present Jim Clewett with a bell for “Toiling of
the Boats”. We had a great time and have several nice
photos taken in the hanger, hope we have room for themin
the newsletter.

I'm looking forward to seeing a good turn out at our meeting
on the July 17 (THIRD Saturday) of this month.

Fraternally yours,
Glenn Herold

Need a book about submarines?
Have you checked out our base library?
It’s easy. Find the book online at:

http://perch-base.org/
perch_base_library.html
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