


The Perch Base USSVI cannot support itself financially on the dues collected from its members.
There have been no serious efforts since the base was formed to produce any other steady
and effective source of income. Therefore, the Base has relied on charitable cash donations

from members -- usually given at membership renewal -- for its survival. Listed below are those
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Jim and said that the Marine liaisonis office would be contacting the family and arranging to reimburse them for the cost of

transporting the body.

Jim Clewett won the 50/50 drawing and donated his share ($13) to the base treasury.

There was a reminder to ali regarding the 2007 national convention i a cruise to Alaska. There is a link onthe Perch Base
web site (type in iperch basei to your web search engine) for the next few conventions. it will take you to the Bremerton
Base web site, from there; scroli down untif you see the 2007 Alaska cruise.

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and passed at 11:40 AM.

Shipmate

Shipmate

NAVYiS NEWEST-HAWALS KEEL LAID
First Person: Frank W. Rumbaugh, TMC(SS), USN (Ret)

| was delighted to receive the call from P. Pasha Baker,
President ofthe Pacific Region of the Navy League, asking
me to represent our region as Acting Vice President at the
keel laying on August 27, 2004. The submarine will be the
USS Hawaii (SSN 776), third in the Virginia class of nuciear
fast attack submarines. The Hawaii will be commissioned
sometime in 2006.

Ever since man discontinued the practice of holiowing out
logs for theirwater born craft and started building ships-sea
going vessels-the process has been the same, more or less.
The Kkeel, the backbone of the ship, was laid and the ribs or
frames were added. The skin or hui was then fashioned on
this framework. VWhether it was bull rushes or steel that
made up the huli, the process was the same.

All of that has changed with the new construction concepts
of General Dynamics, Electric Boat Division of Groton Ct.,
and Quonset Point, Ri. In collaboration with Northirop
Grumman Newport News, VA, the submarines are now de-
signed by computer models in sections, so precise as to

forestall conflicting placement of valves, equipment and pan-

els and access to those panels. The huli sections are fabri-
cated at the Quonset Point plant. They are then barged to
either Groton, CT or Newport News VA for outfitting. It is
only fitting that the ikeei layingi for the Hawaii be heid at the
Quonset Point piant.

Accordingly, an august assembiage of Top Navy Brass and
politicians from both Rhode Island and Connecticut led by
Hawaiifs Govemor Linda Lingte, the shipis sponsor and whose
laying of the keel of the Hawaii was the focal point of the
ceremony. The distinguished speakers platform was erected
keel level, perhaps fifteen feet in the air in front of a one
hundred foot section of hull which towered over the crowd,
This whole dramatic setting took place in a building so huge
that it barely took up one third of the avaiiable floor space.
The other half of the building was devoted to the forming of
the hull sections. Quonset Point was, in days past, a Naval
Alr Station so aircraft hangars were utilized and converted
into steel fabricating plants. Appropriate music was fumished
by the Navy Band Northeast ied by Musician First Class,
Tom Lawrence, director.

The ceremony was opened with the national anthem fol-
lowed by a traditional Hawaiian blessing delivered by Mas-
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