














groups then penetrating the Japan Sea, was
ordered to transit Tsushima Strait on 5 June 1945,
and to conduct offensive patrol in the Sea of Japan
off the west central coast of Honshu. This area was
further subdivided, with BONEFISH assigned to
patrol the northern portion. BONEFISH successfully
transited Tsushima Strait, and made rendezvous
with TUNNY on 16 June 1945, in position 36!-
40°’N;1351-24°E. BONEFISH reported she had sunk
one large transport and oneé medium freighter to
date. On the moming of 18 June, TUNNY and
BONEFISH rendezvoused in the vicinity of 38I-
15'M;1381-24'E. BONEFISH asked permission to
conduct a submerged daylight patrol in Toyama
Wan, in the mid part of western Honshu, and
having received it, departed for Suzu Misaki. She
was never seen or heard from again. Japanese
records of antisubrnarine attacks mention an attack
made on 18 June 1945, at 371-18T;137!1-25°E in
Toyama Wan. A great many depth charges were
dropped, and wood chips and oil were observed.
This undoubtedly was the attack which sank
BONEFISH.

USS §-27 SS132 June 19, 1942 - No Men Lost

USS S-27 departed San Diego on 20 May; steamed
to Port Angeles ordered north, to the Aleutians,
she; thence, continued on to Alaskan waters where
she commenced patrol operations in June. In mid-
afternoon, she rounded East Cape and that night
when she surfaced, fog obscured her position.
Lying to, to charge her badly depleted batteries on
two engines after running submerged during the
very long Aleutian "day," she was carried about five
miles from her estimated (DR) position. The fog
prevented knowledge of the drift. At midnight she
got underway, slowly, on one engine and continued
to charge on the other. Soon after 0043 on the
19th, breakers were sighted about 25 yards
forward of the bow. "Back Emergency’ orders were
given. Seconds later, $-27 grounded on rocks off
St. Makarius Point. Waves bumped her violently
against the rocks, rolling her 10 to 15 degrees on
each side. Her motors were continued at "back
emergency,” but she was held firm by a submerged
rock. Efforts to back off were continued, but the
lightened ship swung harder against the rocks. Her
starboard screw struck a rock and was disabled. By
0330, the pounding had increased and plans were
made to move the greater part of the crew off.
Dispatches of her plight, sent first at 0115, were
continued. Six were sent it all. One, giving no
position, was received at Dutch Harbor. A ferry
system, using a rubber boat and lines rigged
between the ship and the beach, was set up
shuttling supplies and crewmen. By 1100, all but
six, the commanding officer and five others, were
ashore. All equipment was destroyed. Classified
material was bumned. At 1530, three of the

remaining men went ashore. The side plating was

now loose; the torpedo room was flooding. At
1550, the radioman, executive officer, and
commanding officer left the submarine. On the
24th, a PBY on a routine flight spotted the activity
at Constantine Harbor; landed; and took off 15 of
the survivors. On the 25th, three planes were sent
in to bring off the remainder. No member of the
crew was lost during the disaster.

USS S-70 O-9 June 20,1941 - 33 men lost

Sailing up to Kittery, ME, in January 1930, the sub
returned to New London in March; the following
February, she sailed to Philadelphia, to
decommission there 25 June 1931. Remaining on
the Navy List, O-9 was recalled to training service as
U.S. involvement in WWII became more imminent.
She recommissioned at Philadelphia 14 April 1941
and went to New London 31 May. O-9 was to see
but brief pre-war duty, however. On 19 June, O-9
departed New London with other O-boats, for tests
off the Isle of Shoals. After the other 2 subs had
successfully completed their tests 20 June, O-9
submerged at 0738 to conduct deep submergence
tests; the sub did not surface thereafter but was
crushed by the pressure of the water 402 feet
below. The sub went down 15 miles off
Portsmouth, in the area where USS SQUALUS (SS-
192) had been lost. Rescue ships swung into action
immediately. USS O-6 (88-67), USS 0-10 (SS-71),
USS TRITON (88-201) and USS Falcon, plus other
ships searched for the sub, and divers went down
from 1300, 21 June until 1143, 22 June. Divers
went to record depths for salvage operations but
could stay but a brief time; salvage operations were
cancelled as they were considered too risky. The
boat was declared a total loss as of 20 June. On 22
June, Secretary of the Navy Knox conducted
memorial services for the 34 officers and men lost
on the boat. The boat remains in the depths off
Portsmouth.

Nautilus ba‘gk at museum, all ship-shape :

Electric Boat completes $4.7M overhaul of historic
submarine By Robert A. Hamilton - As the historic
submarine USS Nautilus made its way upriver
sporting a fresh coat of paint after a $4.7 million,
four-month refurbishing at Electric Boat, about 150
submarine veterans lined the pier at the Submarine
Force Library and Museum to honor its passing. At
2:30 p.m., the shouted command, “Sub vets, hand
salute!” brought the veterans’ arms up as tugs
pushed the Nautilus the world’s first nuclear-
powered submarine, toward the Naval Submarine
Base, where it will be readied to be rebolted to the
pier at the museum later this month. “It's the first
time I've seen her under way since April ‘86, when
she came back from the West Coast,” said John
Yuill of Cumberland, R.l., who was a quartermaster
on Nautilus from April 1957 until September 1960.

“It was sad seeing her under tow, knowing she





















